Annual Report 2010 
Medway LAF has been very busy during 2010.
Medway Council has helped Medway LAF in many ways, specifically by publishing a leaflet about the activities of Medway LAF which is now available in the Information Centre, online on the Medway Council website and on our own website – www.medwaylafs.webs.com.
We have made major strides with the Planning Department and look forward to being consulted at an earlier stage in the proceedings. There are several major developments taking place in Medway at the moment and the Medway LAF are being included in the consultation process.
There is now regular Councillor attendance on the Forum which has already led to a much better relationship and has brought benefits by assisting with early application for 106 funds to refurbish and clear footpaths affected by new developments.
The Valley of Visions project has really taken off in Medway and work is nearly complete on the Strood and Cuxton Community Trails which are due to have official openings in the coming months. Thank you to our PROW Officers who have been very helpful with information on the Community Trail.
Another success has been the lifting of a Temporary Restriction Order on access to Cliffe Ponds which had been in place for six years!
There has been great progress made in Halling with two Village Greens being registered and the transfer of ownership of the Common to the Parish Council from private ownership.
Medway Council has refurbished a bridleway using recycled tyres for the surface which has proved to be very popular – ticking several environmental boxes along the way!
Members of the Forum have also visited Medway Council’s Archives and spent a very interesting morning looking at many old maps showing footpaths that are still here today, although many have now been built around.
The membership of the Forum has increased with new members and others are already expressing an interest in the role and work of the Forum due to the publication of the Leaflet.
Interim Medway LAF Report 2010
MEDWAY LOCAL ACCESS FORUM
The Medway LAF has been very busy since our last update.
The leaflet we mentioned previously is due to be available online on the Medway Council website and on our own website –www.medwaylafs.webs.com.
Changes have been made to those Councillors who sit on the Forum and there has already been much better attendance and we look forward to a much better relationship.
We have made major strides with the Planning Department and look forward to being consulted at an earlier stage in the proceedings.  There are several major developments taking place in Medway at the moment and the Medway LAF are being included in the consultation process.
The Valley of Visions project has really taken off in Medway and work is nearly complete on the Strood and Cuxton Community Trails which are due to have official openings in the coming months. Thank you to our PROW Officers who have been very helpful with information on the Community Trail.
Medway Council has refurbished a bridleway using recycled tyres for the surface which has proved to be very popular – ticking several environmental boxes along the way!
Members of the Forum have also visited Medway Council’s Archives and spent a very interesting morning looking at many old maps showing footpaths that are still here today, although many have now been built around.
We welcome Cllr Michael Dale who represents St James of Grain Parish Council and replaces Cllr Sylvia Edwards.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank Sylvia for her previous attendance and support.
Rita Hunt
Chair, Medway Local Access Forum
