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Photograph 1: Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI
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ENGLAND

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI
Kent

Notification under section 28C of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981

Issued by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team on [insert notification date].





Contact points and further information

This notification document is issued by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team.
Our address for correspondence is:

Natural England
Ninth Floor
International House
Dover Place
Ashford

Kent

TN23 1HU

Telephone number: 0300 060 4782

E-mail: lorraine.smith@naturalengland.org.uk

Your contact point for enquiries relating to this notification is Lorraine Smith.

A second document (Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI - supporting information) is available
on request from the address above. This contains information and extracts from relevant

documents that have been used in the decision to notify this SSSI.

The date of notification of Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is [insert notification date].
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1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

2.2

2.3

Summary

This document explains why Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill is notified by Natural
England as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient
and long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. It is a nationally
important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special interest
that occur within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic:

¢ |owland ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland;
e unimproved neutral grassland; and
e breeding nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos.

Chattenden Woods SSSI, covering 128.37 ha, was last notified in 1984 for its lowland semi-
natural woodland, neutral grassland and assemblage of breeding birds chiefly associated
with woodland. Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI includes Chattenden Woods SSSI
and also enlarges the area notified to include substantial additional areas of special interest
totalling 222.12 ha.

The annexes to this document comprise the legal papers that detail the interest and the
management required to maintain that interest. You have a right to make representations
or objections to this notification. Part 3 of this document explains how to do this.

Natural England’s consent is required by owners and occupiers before any of the
operations listed in Annex 3 can be carried out. We will work closely with owners and
managers, as well as other bodies, to ensure that existing operations and new works that
are not considered likely to damage the special features of the SSSI can be carried out.

The legal background

Chattenden Woods SSSI is enlarged under section 28C of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981, as inserted by Schedule 9 to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, and is
now known as Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI. The Chattenden Woods and
Lodge Hill SSSI includes land within and extending beyond Chattenden Woods SSSI, as
previously notified in 1984. With effect from the date of this notification under section 28C
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, the previous notification of Chattenden Woods
SSSI given in 1984 ceases to have effect (section 28C(5) of the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981).

Part 9 of this notification document contains the following legal papers required by section
28C of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981:

e a citation detailing the reasons for notification (Annex 1)
e a statement of Natural England’s views on the management of the SSSI (Annex 2)
o a list of operations requiring Natural England’s consent (Annex 3)

¢ maps identifying the land subject to this naotification (Annex 4).

This notification has several effects. The key ones can be summarised as follows:

¢ owners and occupiers must give Natural England notice before carrying out, causing or
permitting to be carried out any of the activities in the list of operations at Annex 3;

e owners of land included in the SSSI have a legal obligation to notify Natural England
within 28 days if the ownership or occupancy of the land changes;

e itis an offence for any person intentionally or recklessly to destroy or damage the
special features of the SSSI or to disturb any of the fauna;
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3.2

3.3

e other public bodies must consult Natural England before carrying out or authorising any
works that may damage the SSSI.

If you require any further information or advice on how this notification affects you, please
do not hesitate to contact Natural England at the address shown at the beginning of this
notification document.

Making representations

You have a legal right to make objections and representations about this notification. Any
representations or objections should be made in writing by [insert date] to Natural
England’s Kent Land Management Team at the addresses shown on page 2. You may
wish to seek legal or independent advice and your representative may wish to write to us on
your behalf.

The Kent Land Management Team will consider your objections or representations and will
try to resolve them. Any unresolved objections or representations will be considered by the
Board of Natural England within nine months of this notification. If you wish to emphasise
any of your objections or representations to the Board in person, you should tell us when
you write to us. You will then be advised of the date and location of the Board meeting.
Following consideration of objections and representations, the Board may confirm or
withdraw all or part of this notification.

Natural England has a policy of openness, which reflects our obligations under the
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
This legislation provides a legal right of access to information held by public bodies. This
means that we will provide information on how we make our decisions on SSSis to any
person on request. This includes details of objections and representations received. We
will assume, therefore, that your representation or objection can be made publicly available
unless you indicate with clear and valid reasons which (if any) part(s) of these you wish to
be excluded from this arrangement. However, you should be aware that the requirements
of the legislation may mean that we cannot comply with your request that this information
be withheld. We do, however, respect people’s privacy and will take all reasonable steps to
consult you before reaching a decision on disclosure of the information.

As an individual with an interest in Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI, your
information will be stored and processed on a computer database that will be operated
within the Data Protection Act 1998. This Act gives individuals the right to know what data
we hold on them, how we use it and to which third parties it is disclosed. For the purposes
of the Data Protection Act, the data controller is Natural England, Touthill Close, City Road,
Peterborough PE1 1UA.

Reasons for notification

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient
and other long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. Itis a
nationally important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special
interest that occur within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic:

e Ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland
The extensive woodland represents one of the best examples of coppice-with-
standards woodland on the London Clay. The dominant woodland community is of
the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W10 pedunculate oak Quercus
robur — bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble Rubus fruticosus woodland. Two sub-
communities are represented: the W10a typical sub-community and the W10b wood
anemone Anemone nemorosa sub-community. The woodland is largely comprised of
pedunculate oak standards with ash coppice of varying age structure. ‘Lowland
mixed deciduous woodland’, which includes the woodland communities present in
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5.2

5.3

54

6.2

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI, is a habitat of principal importance for the
conservation of biodiversity in England®.

¢ Unimproved neutral grassland
Rough Shaw is an area of dense and scattered scrub on a north facing slope with tall-
herb neutral grassland along its upper margin. The tall-herb neutral grassland
includes stands of the unimproved nationally scarce NVC type MG5 crested dog’s-tail
Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland, which conform
mainly to the MG5b lady’s bedstraw Galium verum sub-community. These
grasslands form part of the ‘lowland meadows’ habitat, which is listed as being of
principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England.

e Breeding nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos
The SSSI supports a nationally important number of nightingales during the breeding
season. Nightingales use coppice woodland and scrub throughout the SSSI.
Nightingale is an amber-listed ‘Bird of Conservation Concern’.

Interests that do not currently meet the SSSI selection guidelines

In addition to the reasons for natification described above, a number of other features have
been considered because they appeared to be of some potential significance. None of the
features described in this section is considered to be of special interest in its own right but
they are presented here to give additional context to the notification and to document some
of the wider biodiversity value of SSSI.

The site supports a range of woodland and scrub breeding birds, including woodcock
Scolopax rusticola, turtle dove Streptopelia turtur, cuckoo Cuculus canorus and linnet
Carduelis cannabina, all of which are red-listed ‘Birds of Conservation Concern’; and stock
dove Columba oenas, green woodpecker Picus viridis, whitethroat Sylvia communis and
bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, all of which are amber-listed. Turtle dove and cuckoo are also
listed as being of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England.

Recent records of invertebrates include the stag beetle Lucanus cervus, a species listed as
being of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England, and the
nationally scarce® moths Elegia similella, Sitochroa palealis and Dichomeris alacella.

The site supports small numbers of great crested newts Triturus cristatus and all four
widespread British species of reptile: adder Vipera berus, grass snake Natrix natrix,
common lizard Zootoca vivipara and slow-worm Anguis fragilis. All four widespread reptiles
and great crested newts are listed as being of principal importance for the conservation of
biodiversity in England.

Site boundaries and relationships with other SSSis

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI lies on the Hoo Peninsula in north Kent,
approximately 1 km north-east of Rochester. The site comprises several woodland blocks
as well as associated areas of scrub and neutral grassland. The boundary has been drawn
to include land supporting the features of special interest and those areas required to
ensure the long-term sustainability of these features.

The SSSI extends northwards from the A228 in the south to include scrub lying to the south
and west of Chattenden Barracks, alongside and between Upchat Road, Woodfield Way,

! The England Biodiversity List has been developed to meet the requirements of Section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006). This legislation requires the Secretary of State to publish a
list of species of flora and fauna and habitats considered to be of principal importance for the purpose of
conserving biodiversity.

2 Eaton MA, Brown AF, Noble DG, Musgrove AJ, Hearn R, Aebischer NJ, Gibbons DW, Evans A & Gregory
RD 2009. Birds of Conservation Concern 3: the population status of birds in the United Kingdom, Channel
Islands and the Isle of Man. British Birds 102: 296-341. http://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u12/bocc3.pdf

® Recorded from 16-100 10km grid squares in Great Biritain.
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6.3

6.4

6.5

7.2

7.3

7.4

Kitchener Road and Lochat Road. To the west and north of Lochat Road, the boundary
includes the extensive complex of woodlands centred on Great Chattenden Wood but also
including Stone Horse Wood, Ash Wood, Bingham Roughs, Ratley Hills Wood and Berry
Court Wood. The SSSI encompasses Round Top Wood to the east of Lochat Road as
well as land to the north of Lochat Road around Lodge Hill Camp. The SSSI boundary
continues to the east beyond Lodge Hill Lane to include the whole of the former Lodge Hill
Training Area and Deangate Wood, as well as areas of woodland and scrub along the
northern edge of Deangate Ridge Golf Course. Finally, to the north-east of Berry Court
Wood and Lodge Hill Lane, the SSSI extends north-east to encompass the scrub and
neutral grassland in Rough Shaw, and on to Lodge Hill Wood and Wybornes Wood. The
boundary also includes the hedgerow connecting Lodge Hill and Wybornes Woods, and the
spur of woodland protruding southwards from Lodge Hill Wood towards Lodge Hill Training
Area.

The boundary of the SSSI has been drawn to follow the nearest physical feature on the
ground where possible. This usually follows existing walls, fence lines, ditches, drains
tracks and roadsides. Further clarification of the precise location of the boundary in specific
parts of the SSSI can be obtained from Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team at
the address on page 2 of this document.

As a general principle, the boundary follows management units, such as enclosure and
property boundaries. Where the boundary follows a road, the inner edge of the road has
been used and the road has therefore been excluded from the site. Where the boundary is
drawn to a stream, ditch or drain, the outer bank has been used, therefore including the
stream, ditch or drain in the site. Where there is no mapped feature that can be used to
delineate the extent of an interest feature, the boundary has been drawn as a straight line
from one point distinguishable on the ground to another.

The nearest SSSis to Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI are Tower Hill to Cockham
Wood SSSI, which lies approximately 300 m to the south (notified for its geological
features, invertebrates and woodland), and Dalham Farm SSSI approximately 700 m to the
north-east (notified for its geological features).

Management of the SSSI

This notification includes at Annex 2 a statement of the management that Natural England
considers is needed to conserve and enhance the features of special interest. Different
management may be appropriate in different parts of the site and this statement is not
intended to detail the exact requirements at specific locations. The statement is intended to
explain how we can work with and support owners and managers in continuing to achieve
positive management of the SSSI.

This notification also includes a list of the operations requiring Natural England’s consent at
Annex 3. The basis for the selection of these operations is set out in the supporting
information document. Some of the operations may already be taking place and where
they do not cause any damage they will be given consent. We will work with landowners
and managers to agree lists of such existing and planned activities, which can be approved.

Where an operation has been granted a consent, licence or permission from another public
body a separate consent will not generally be required from Natural England. However,
other public bodies are required to consult Natural England before such consents, licences
or permissions are issued.

In particular, we recognise the important roles of the owners and managers of the land in
managing this site. We will work with them to develop means to secure the continued
sustainable management of the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.
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Supporting information

The detailed information, which has been used to assess the importance of this SSSI, is
available on request from the address on page 2 of this document.

Legal documents

Attached at Annexes 1 - 4 are the legal documents that are required by section 28C of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

Page 8 of 22





Annex 1

Citation

This is a legal document on which you have a right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document
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Site name: Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI Unitary Authority: Medway
Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under section 28C of the Wildlife

and Countryside Act 1981, as inserted by Schedule 9 to the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000.

Local Planning Authority: Medway Council

National grid reference: TQ747734 Area: 350.49 ha
Ordnance Survey sheets: 1:50,000: 178 1:10,000: TQ 77 SE, SW
Notification date: [insert date]

Reasons for notification:

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient and
other long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. It is a nationally
important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special interest that occur
within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic: ancient and long-established semi-natural
woodlands, predominantly of the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W10 pedunculate
oak Quercus robur — bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble Rubus fruticosus woodland;
unimproved neutral grassland of the nationally scarce NVC type MG5 crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus
cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland; and breeding nightingales Luscinia
megarhynchos.

General description:

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI lies on the Hoo Peninsula in north Kent, north-east of
Rochester. The site comprises a mosaic of habitats, including long-established semi-natural
woodland (areas of which are recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland), dense scrub and
neutral grassland. The site is also of importance for its breeding nightingales.

Woodland

The extensive woodland represents one of the best examples of coppice-with-standards woodland
on the London Clay. The woodland is largely comprised of pedunculate oak Quercus robur
standards with ash Fraxinus excelsior coppice of varying age structure. Other trees include field
maple Acer campestre, hornbeam Carpinus betulus and wild cherry Prunus avium. The non-native
sweet chestnut Castanea sativa is infrequent across the site. The shrub layer is varied with hazel
Corylus avellana and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna generally predominant but with other species
such as silver birch Betula pendula, aspen Populus tremula, willow Salix spp., wayfaring-tree
Viburnum lantana and the scarce wild service-tree Sorbus torminalis also present.

The field layer of the woodland is dominated by bluebells Hyacinthoides non-scripta, with bramble
Rubus fruticosus and other climbers, particularly dog-rose Rosa canina and honeysuckle Lonicera
periclymenum. Several scarce plants are present including the early-purple orchid Orchis
mascula, broad-leaved helleborine Epipactis helleborine and stinking iris Iris foetidissima.

Neutral grassland

Rough Shaw is an area of dense and scattered scrub of hawthorn, gorse Ulex europaeus and
brambles on a north facing slope, with tall-herb neutral grassland along its upper margin. The tall-
herb neutral grassland includes stands of unimproved neutral grassland. Typical herbaceous
species present and that are typical of this grassland type include lady’s bedstraw Galium verum,
common knapweed Centaurea nigra, common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, meadow
vetchling Lathyrus pratensis, agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria and red clover Trifolium pratense.
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Breeding birds

The SSSI supports a nationally important number of nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos during
the breeding season. Nightingales use coppice woodland and scrub throughout the SSSI. The
extensive areas of woodland and scrub within the site will help to ensure that there is always
sufficient area of habitat at a suitable stage of maturity to support breeding nightingales in
nationally important numbers.

In addition to the ‘reasons for notification’ described above, the site also supports a range of
woodland and scrub breeding birds, including sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus, woodcock Scolopax
rusticola, stock dove Columba oenas, turtle dove Streptopelia turtur, cuckoo Cuculus canorus,
tawny owl Strix aluco, green woodpecker Picus viridis, great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos
major, whitethroat Sylvia communis, lesser whitethroat S. curruca, linnet Carduelis cannabina and
bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula. The site supports small numbers of great crested newts Triturus
cristatus and all four widespread British species of reptile: adder Vipera berus, grass snake Natrix
natrix, common lizard Zootoca vivipara and slow-worm Anguis fragilis. Recent records of
invertebrates include the stag beetle Lucanus cervus and the nationally scarce moths Elegia
similella, Sitochroa palealis and Dichomeris alacella.
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Annex 2

Views about Management

This is a legal document on which you have a right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document.
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Views About Management
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Section 28(4) as inserted by
ENGLAND Schedule 9 to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

A statement of Natural England’s views about the management of Chattenden Woods and
Lodge Hill Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

This statement represents Natural England’s views about the management of the SSSI for nature
conservation. This statement sets out, in principle, our views on how the site’s special
conservation interest can be conserved and enhanced. Natural England has a duty to notify the
owners and occupiers of SSSI of its views about the management of the land.

Not all of the management principles will be equally appropriate to all parts of the SSSI. Also,
there may be other management activities, additional to our current views, which can be beneficial
to the conservation and enhancement of the features of interest.

This Statement does not constitute consent for any of the ‘operations requiring Natural England’s
consent’. The written consent of Natural England is required before carrying out any of those
operations. Natural England welcomes consultation with owners, occupiers and users of the SSSI
to ensure that the management of this site conserves and enhances the features of interest, and to
ensure that all necessary prior consents are obtained.

Background

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient and
long-established semi-natural woodland, dense scrub, and an area of neutral grassland. The site
also supports a nationally important number of breeding nightingales. Many of these habitats and
the species they support rely on fundamentally similar management whilst some have more
specific requirements to maintain the interest features in favourable condition.

Management principles

Nightingales at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI depend on a dense cover of shrubs in the
form of coppiced woodland and scrub habitats. Both habitats require management to maintain their
suitability for nightingales. Other habitats such as bare ground beneath mature trees and open
rides may also be important, and it will be beneficial to create and manage coppice and scrub
habitat adjacent to these features.

Broadleaved semi-natural woodland

There are many different ways in which broadleaved woodland can be managed to conserve its
value for wildlife. The following gives broad views on a range of regimes that may be appropriate
on your site.

A diverse woodland structure, with open glades, and in places a dense understory, and a more
mature overstorey is important. A range of ages and species within and between stands is
desirable. Ancient and veteran trees, must be retained as they support the greatest diversity of
plants and animals due to the number of micro-habitats present on the trees themselves.
Retention of dead and decaying wood, such as fallen logs, can provide habitats for fungi and
invertebrates. However, work may be needed to make safe dangerous trees in areas of high
public access. Both temporary and permanent open spaces benefit groups of invertebrates such
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as butterflies. They may require cutting to keep them open, and should be of sufficient size to
ensure that sunny conditions prevail for most of the day.

Felling, thinning or coppicing may be used to create or maintain variations in the structure of the
wood, and non-native trees and shrubs can be removed at this time. To avoid disturbance to
breeding birds the work is normally best done between the beginning of September and the end of
February. Work should be avoided when the ground is soft, to prevent disturbing the soil and
ground flora. Normally successive felling, thinning or coppicing operations should be spread
through the wood to promote diversity, but where there is open space adjacent plots should be
worked to encourage the spread of species that are only weakly mobile.

Coppicing must be carried out regularly on a rotational basis to ensure that a sufficient area of
dense, shrubby re-growth between 3-10 years old (depending on soil richness) is available for
nesting and foraging birds. Standard trees should be managed to provide the open conditions
necessary for vigorous coppice growth. Natural regeneration from seed or stump re-growth is
preferred to planting because it helps maintain the local patterns of species and the inherent
genetic character of the site.

Deer management and protection from rabbits or livestock are often necessary. Whilst light or
intermittent grazing may increase woodland diversity, heavy browsing can damage the ground flora
and prevent successful regeneration. Parts of a wood should be left unmanaged to benefit species
that do best under low disturbance or in response to natural processes. Within these areas some
trees will eventually die naturally and dead wood accumulate. Invasive species, such as
Rhododendron or Himalayan balsam, should be controlled.

Scrub

Scrub habitats in the lowlands are low-growing communities where the main woody components
are bushes or small trees, such as hawthorn, blackthorn and gorse. They can support a wide
variety of species and ecological communities. In particular, the transitional zone between scrub
and other habitats can be important for wildlife, especially invertebrates.

Often, scrub is a transitional stage that will develop into woodland if left unmanaged. Encouraging
structural diversity and a mosaic of age classes within areas of scrub is important in maintaining
the diversity of species. For example, blackthorn scrub supports the greatest variety of bird and
insect species in the early and middle stages of growth. As scrub habitats mature they develop a
tall, continuous cover which is unsuitable for nightingales.

Scrub should be managed by regular rotational cutting and/or layering, which should aim to
maintain a mosaic of patches at different stages of growth, ranging from freshly cut to old closed
canopy stands. Rotational cutting is necessary to create belts of low, dense, regenerating woody
vegetation adjacent to older, taller scrub over bare ground, in a mosaic with open grassy areas. It
is important that a sufficient area of scrub is available to retain existing numbers of nightingales in
optimal habitats while adjacent areas are cut back.

Open spaces, either temporary gaps created by cutting or more permanent areas such as rides
and glades, benefit invertebrates such as butterflies. They should be of sufficient size to ensure
that sunny conditions prevail for most of the day. Rides and glades may require cutting to keep
them open and a diverse edge structure is important for most species of invertebrates. Scrub can
also be cut in small patches to create an intimate mixture of scrub and grassland.

Grazing is another method for managing scrub and on some sites may be a more suitable
management tool than cutting. By its nature, grazing can help to create a patchy mosaic of scrub
and other habitats. As with cutting, it can also help to maintain a range of age classes. However,
stock levels do need to be carefully controlled. If grazing pressure is too high the structure of the
scrub vegetation may become impoverished. Also, the scrub may not be able to regenerate
naturally, leading to a loss of cover over time. Where the objective is to increase the area of scrub
an initial period of fencing to control grazing may be required.
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Neutral hay meadow and pasture

Neutral hay meadow and pasture requires active management if it is to retain its conservation
interest. In order to maintain a species-rich sward, each year's growth of vegetation must be
removed. Otherwise the sward becomes progressively dominated by tall and vigorous grasses
which, together with an associated build up of dead plant matter, suppress less vigorous species
and reduce the botanical diversity of the site.

In neutral hay meadows, the above objective is traditionally achieved by closing the fields to stock
in the autumn and cutting the resultant growth as hay, usually in early July. The precise timing of
the cut depends on local factors, including past management and current weather conditions, but
should be after ground-nesting birds have fledged their young and any short-lived, characteristic
plants have set seed. The aftermath is then grazed in late summer/autumn. Aftermath grazing is
important for maintaining a species-rich sward, both through controlling competitive grasses and
through hoof-prints providing suitable sites for seedlings to establish. Heavy poaching must be
avoided, however.

On pasture land this management is achieved by grazing. The precise timing and intensity of
grazing will vary both between and within sites, according to local conditions and requirements
(such as, for example, type or availability of stock or the needs of individual plants or animals of
conservation concern) but should aim to keep a relatively open sward without causing excessive
poaching. Light trampling can be of benefit by breaking down leaf litter and providing areas for
seed germination.

No other management should be routinely required. Any surrounding, well-managed hedgerows
and scrub may considerably add to the habitat in providing shelter for invertebrates. Occasional
dressings of lime may be acceptable.

All habitats

The habitats within this site are highly sensitive to inorganic fertilisers and pesticides, applications
of which should be avoided both within the site itself and in adjacent surrounding areas.
Herbicides may be useful in targeting certain invasive species, but should be used with extreme
care. Access to this site, and any recreational activities within, may also need to be controlled.

Date notified: [insert notification date]
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Annex 3

List of operations requiring Natural England’s consent

This is a legal document on which you have a right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document.

Page 16 of 22





Operations requiring Natural England’s consent

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Section 28 (4)(b) as substituted by Schedule 9 to the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

The operations listed below may damage the features of interest of Chattenden Woods and
Lodge Hill SSSI. Before any of these operations are undertaken you must consult Natural
England, and you may require our consent.

It is usually possible to carry out some of these operations in certain ways, or at specific times of
year, or on certain parts of the SSSI, without damaging the features of interest. If you wish to carry
out any of these activities please contact a Natural England Adviser who will give you advice and
where appropriate issue a consent. Please help us by using the ‘notice form’ (sent to you with the
notification documents and available on request) to ask us for consent to carry out these
operations.

In certain circumstances it will not be possible to consent these operations, because they would
damage the features of interest. Where possible your Natural England Adviser will suggest
alternative ways in which you may proceed, which would enable a consent to be issued. To
proceed without Natural England’s consent may constitute an offence. If consent is refused, or
conditions attached to it, which are not acceptable to you, you will be provided with details of how
you may appeal to the Secretary of State.

Standard Type of operation
reference
number

1. Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.

2. Grazing and alterations to the grazing regime (including type of stock, intensity or
seasonal pattern of grazing).

Stock feeding and alterations to stock feeding practice.

Mowing or cutting vegetation and alterations to the mowing or cutting regime (such
as from haymaking to silage).

Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.

Application of pesticides, including herbicides (weedkillers) whether terrestrial or
aquatic, and veterinary products.

Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
Burning and alterations to the pattern or frequency of burning.

Release into the site of any wild, feral, captive-bred or domestic animal, plant, seed
or micro-organism (including genetically modified organisms).

10. Killing, injuring, taking or removal of any wild animal (including dead animals or parts
thereof), or their eggs and nests, including pest control and disturbing them in their
places of shelter.

11. Destruction, displacement, removal or cutting of any plant, fungus or plant remains,
including tree, shrub, herb, hedge, dead or decaying wood, moss, lichen, fungal
fruiting body, leaf-mould or turf.

12. Tree and/or woodland management and alterations to tree and/or woodland
management (including, planting, felling, pruning and tree surgery, thinning,
coppicing, changes in species composition, and removal of fallen timber).

13.a Draining (including the use of mole, tile, tunnel or other artificial drains).
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Standard
reference
number

13.b

13.c
14

15.
20.
21.

22.
23.

26.
27.

28.a

Notes:

Type of operation

Modification to the structure of water courses (streams, springs, ditches and drains),
including their banks and beds, as by re-alignment, regrading, damming or dredging.

Management of aquatic and bank vegetation for drainage purposes.

Alterations to water levels and tables and water utilisation (including irrigation,
storage and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes). Also the
modification of current drainage operations (such as through the installation of new

pumps).
Infilling or digging of ditches, dykes, drains, ponds, pools, marshes or pits.
Extraction of minerals including sand and gravel, topsoil, subsoil and spoil.

Destruction, construction, removal, rerouting, or regrading of roads, tracks, walls,
fences, hard-standing, banks, ditches or other earthworks, including soil and soft rock
exposures or the laying, maintenance or removal of pipelines and cables, above or
below ground.

Storage of materials.

Erection of permanent or temporary structures or the undertaking of engineering
works, including drilling.

Use of vehicles or craft.

Recreational or other activities likely to damage or disturb the features of special
interest or their habitats.

Game and waterfowl management and hunting practices and alterations to game and
waterfowl management and hunting practice.

i. This is a list of operations appearing to Natural England to be likely to damage the special
features of this SSSI, as required under section 28 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act substituted
by Schedule 9 to the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000.

ii. Where an operation has been granted a consent, licence or permission from another authority
separate consent will not be required from Natural England. However, other authorities are
required to consult Natural England before such consents, licences or permissions are issued.

iii. Any reference to ‘animal’ in this list shall be taken to include any mammal, reptile, amphibian,
bird, fish, or invertebrate.

Date notified: [insert notification date]
National Grid reference: TQ747734
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Annex 4

Map(s) showing the land notified

This is a legal document on which you have a legal right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document.
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Insert boundary map here — A3 landscape format in colour
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Insert extension map here — A3 landscape format in colour
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ENGLAND

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI
Kent

Notification under section 28C of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981

Issued by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team on [insert notification date].





Contact points and further information

This notification document is issued by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team.
Our address for correspondence is:

Natural England
Ninth Floor
International House
Dover Place
Ashford

Kent

TN23 1HU

Telephone number: 0300 060 4782

E-mail: lorraine.smith@naturalengland.org.uk

Your contact point for enquiries relating to this notification is Lorraine Smith.

A second document (Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI - supporting information) is available
on request from the address above. This contains information and extracts from relevant

documents that have been used in the decision to notify this SSSI.

The date of notification of Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is [insert notification date].
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1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

2.2

2.3

Summary

This document explains why Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill is notified by Natural
England as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient
and long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. It is a nationally
important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special interest
that occur within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic:

¢ |owland ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland;
e unimproved neutral grassland; and
¢ breeding nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos.

Chattenden Woods SSSI, covering 128.37 ha, was last notified in 1984 for its lowland semi-
natural woodland, neutral grassland and assemblage of breeding birds chiefly associated
with woodland. Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI includes Chattenden Woods SSSI
and also enlarges the area notified to include substantial additional areas of special interest
totalling 222.12 ha.

The annexes to this document comprise the legal papers that detail the interest and the
management required to maintain that interest. You have a right to make representations
or objections to this notification. Part 3 of this document explains how to do this.

Natural England’s consent is required by owners and occupiers before any of the
operations listed in Annex 3 can be carried out. We will work closely with owners and
managers, as well as other bodies, to ensure that existing operations and new works that
are not considered likely to damage the special features of the SSSI can be carried out.

The legal background

Chattenden Woods SSSI is enlarged under section 28C of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981, as inserted by Schedule 9 to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, and is
now known as Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI. The Chattenden Woods and
Lodge Hill SSSI includes land within and extending beyond Chattenden Woods SSSI, as
previously notified in 1984. With effect from the date of this notification under section 28C
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, the previous notification of Chattenden Woods
SSSI given in 1984 ceases to have effect (section 28C(5) of the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981).

Part 9 of this notification document contains the following legal papers required by section
28C of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981:

e a citation detailing the reasons for notification (Annex 1)
e a statement of Natural England’s views on the management of the SSSI (Annex 2)
o a list of operations requiring Natural England’s consent (Annex 3)

¢ maps identifying the land subject to this naotification (Annex 4).

This notification has several effects. The key ones can be summarised as follows:

¢ owners and occupiers must give Natural England notice before carrying out, causing or
permitting to be carried out any of the activities in the list of operations at Annex 3;

e owners of land included in the SSSI have a legal obligation to notify Natural England
within 28 days if the ownership or occupancy of the land changes;

e itis an offence for any person intentionally or recklessly to destroy or damage the
special features of the SSSI or to disturb any of the fauna;
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3.2

3.3

e other public bodies must consult Natural England before carrying out or authorising any
works that may damage the SSSI.

If you require any further information or advice on how this notification affects you, please
do not hesitate to contact Natural England at the address shown at the beginning of this
notification document.

Making representations

You have a legal right to make objections and representations about this notification. Any
representations or objections should be made in writing by [insert date] to Natural
England’s Kent Land Management Team at the addresses shown on page 2. You may
wish to seek legal or independent advice and your representative may wish to write to us on
your behalf.

The Kent Land Management Team will consider your objections or representations and will
try to resolve them. Any unresolved objections or representations will be considered by the
Board of Natural England within nine months of this notification. If you wish to emphasise
any of your objections or representations to the Board in person, you should tell us when
you write to us. You will then be advised of the date and location of the Board meeting.
Following consideration of objections and representations, the Board may confirm or
withdraw all or part of this notification.

Natural England has a policy of openness, which reflects our obligations under the
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 and the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
This legislation provides a legal right of access to information held by public bodies. This
means that we will provide information on how we make our decisions on SSSis to any
person on request. This includes details of objections and representations received. We
will assume, therefore, that your representation or objection can be made publicly available
unless you indicate with clear and valid reasons which (if any) part(s) of these you wish to
be excluded from this arrangement. However, you should be aware that the requirements
of the legislation may mean that we cannot comply with your request that this information
be withheld. We do, however, respect people’s privacy and will take all reasonable steps to
consult you before reaching a decision on disclosure of the information.

As an individual with an interest in Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI, your
information will be stored and processed on a computer database that will be operated
within the Data Protection Act 1998. This Act gives individuals the right to know what data
we hold on them, how we use it and to which third parties it is disclosed. For the purposes
of the Data Protection Act, the data controller is Natural England, Touthill Close, City Road,
Peterborough PE1 1UA.

Reasons for notification

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient
and other long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. Itis a
nationally important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special
interest that occur within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic:

e Ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland
The extensive woodland represents one of the best examples of coppice-with-
standards woodland on the London Clay. The dominant woodland community is of
the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W10 pedunculate oak Quercus
robur — bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble Rubus fruticosus woodland. Two sub-
communities are represented: the W10a typical sub-community and the W10b wood
anemone Anemone nemorosa sub-community. The woodland is largely comprised of
pedunculate oak standards with ash coppice of varying age structure. ‘Lowland
mixed deciduous woodland’, which includes the woodland communities present in
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5.2

5.3

54

6.2

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI, is a habitat of principal importance for the
conservation of biodiversity in England®.

¢ Unimproved neutral grassland
Rough Shaw is an area of dense and scattered scrub on a north facing slope with tall-
herb neutral grassland along its upper margin. The tall-herb neutral grassland
includes stands of the unimproved nationally scarce NVC type MG5 crested dog’s-tail
Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland, which conform
mainly to the MG5b lady’s bedstraw Galium verum sub-community. These
grasslands form part of the ‘lowland meadows’ habitat, which is listed as being of
principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England.

e Breeding nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos
The SSSI supports a nationally important number of nightingales during the breeding
season. Nightingales use coppice woodland and scrub throughout the SSSI.
Nightingale is an amber-listed ‘Bird of Conservation Concern’.

Interests that do not currently meet the SSSI selection guidelines

In addition to the reasons for natification described above, a number of other features have
been considered because they appeared to be of some potential significance. None of the
features described in this section is considered to be of special interest in its own right but
they are presented here to give additional context to the notification and to document some
of the wider biodiversity value of SSSI.

The site supports a range of woodland and scrub breeding birds, including woodcock
Scolopax rusticola, turtle dove Streptopelia turtur, cuckoo Cuculus canorus and linnet
Carduelis cannabina, all of which are red-listed ‘Birds of Conservation Concern’; and stock
dove Columba oenas, green woodpecker Picus viridis, whitethroat Sylvia communis and
bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, all of which are amber-listed. Turtle dove and cuckoo are also
listed as being of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England.

Recent records of invertebrates include the stag beetle Lucanus cervus, a species listed as
being of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England, and the
nationally scarce® moths Elegia similella, Sitochroa palealis and Dichomeris alacella.

The site supports small numbers of great crested newts Triturus cristatus and all four
widespread British species of reptile: adder Vipera berus, grass snake Natrix natrix,
common lizard Zootoca vivipara and slow-worm Anguis fragilis. All four widespread reptiles
and great crested newts are listed as being of principal importance for the conservation of
biodiversity in England.

Site boundaries and relationships with other SSSis

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI lies on the Hoo Peninsula in north Kent,
approximately 1 km north-east of Rochester. The site comprises several woodland blocks
as well as associated areas of scrub and neutral grassland. The boundary has been drawn
to include land supporting the features of special interest and those areas required to
ensure the long-term sustainability of these features.

The SSSI extends northwards from the A228 in the south to include scrub lying to the south
and west of Chattenden Barracks, alongside and between Upchat Road, Woodfield Way,

! The England Biodiversity List has been developed to meet the requirements of Section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006). This legislation requires the Secretary of State to publish a
list of species of flora and fauna and habitats considered to be of principal importance for the purpose of
conserving biodiversity.

2 Eaton MA, Brown AF, Noble DG, Musgrove AJ, Hearn R, Aebischer NJ, Gibbons DW, Evans A & Gregory
RD 2009. Birds of Conservation Concern 3: the population status of birds in the United Kingdom, Channel
Islands and the Isle of Man. British Birds 102: 296-341. http://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u12/bocc3.pdf

® Recorded from 16-100 10km grid squares in Great Biritain.
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6.4

6.5

7.2

7.3

7.4

Kitchener Road and Lochat Road. To the west and north of Lochat Road, the boundary
includes the extensive complex of woodlands centred on Great Chattenden Wood but also
including Stone Horse Wood, Ash Wood, Bingham Roughs, Ratley Hills Wood and Berry
Court Wood. The SSSI encompasses Round Top Wood to the east of Lochat Road as
well as land to the north of Lochat Road around Lodge Hill Camp. The SSSI boundary
continues to the east beyond Lodge Hill Lane to include the whole of the former Lodge Hill
Training Area and Deangate Wood, as well as areas of woodland and scrub along the
northern edge of Deangate Ridge Golf Course. Finally, to the north-east of Berry Court
Wood and Lodge Hill Lane, the SSSI extends north-east to encompass the scrub and
neutral grassland in Rough Shaw, and on to Lodge Hill Wood and Wybornes Wood. The
boundary also includes the hedgerow connecting Lodge Hill and Wybornes Woods, and the
spur of woodland protruding southwards from Lodge Hill Wood towards Lodge Hill Training
Area.

The boundary of the SSSI has been drawn to follow the nearest physical feature on the
ground where possible. This usually follows existing walls, fence lines, ditches, drains
tracks and roadsides. Further clarification of the precise location of the boundary in specific
parts of the SSSI can be obtained from Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team at
the address on page 2 of this document.

As a general principle, the boundary follows management units, such as enclosure and
property boundaries. Where the boundary follows a road, the inner edge of the road has
been used and the road has therefore been excluded from the site. Where the boundary is
drawn to a stream, ditch or drain, the outer bank has been used, therefore including the
stream, ditch or drain in the site. Where there is no mapped feature that can be used to
delineate the extent of an interest feature, the boundary has been drawn as a straight line
from one point distinguishable on the ground to another.

The nearest SSSis to Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI are Tower Hill to Cockham
Wood SSSI, which lies approximately 300 m to the south (notified for its geological
features, invertebrates and woodland), and Dalham Farm SSSI approximately 700 m to the
north-east (notified for its geological features).

Management of the SSSI

This notification includes at Annex 2 a statement of the management that Natural England
considers is needed to conserve and enhance the features of special interest. Different
management may be appropriate in different parts of the site and this statement is not
intended to detail the exact requirements at specific locations. The statement is intended to
explain how we can work with and support owners and managers in continuing to achieve
positive management of the SSSI.

This notification also includes a list of the operations requiring Natural England’s consent at
Annex 3. The basis for the selection of these operations is set out in the supporting
information document. Some of the operations may already be taking place and where
they do not cause any damage they will be given consent. We will work with landowners
and managers to agree lists of such existing and planned activities, which can be approved.

Where an operation has been granted a consent, licence or permission from another public
body a separate consent will not generally be required from Natural England. However,
other public bodies are required to consult Natural England before such consents, licences
or permissions are issued.

In particular, we recognise the important roles of the owners and managers of the land in
managing this site. We will work with them to develop means to secure the continued
sustainable management of the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.
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Supporting information

The detailed information, which has been used to assess the importance of this SSSI, is
available on request from the address on page 2 of this document.

Legal documents

Attached at Annexes 1 - 4 are the legal documents that are required by section 28C of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.
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Annex 1

Citation

This is a legal document on which you have a right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document
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Site name: Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI Unitary Authority: Medway
Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under section 28C of the Wildlife

and Countryside Act 1981, as inserted by Schedule 9 to the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000.

Local Planning Authority: Medway Council

National grid reference: TQ747734 Area: 350.49 ha
Ordnance Survey sheets: 1:50,000: 178 1:10,000: TQ 77 SE, SW
Notification date: [insert date]

Reasons for notification:

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient and
other long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. It is a nationally
important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special interest that occur
within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic: ancient and long-established semi-natural
woodlands, predominantly of the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W10 pedunculate
oak Quercus robur — bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble Rubus fruticosus woodland;
unimproved neutral grassland of the nationally scarce NVC type MG5 crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus
cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland; and breeding nightingales Luscinia
megarhynchos.

General description:

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI lies on the Hoo Peninsula in north Kent, north-east of
Rochester. The site comprises a mosaic of habitats, including long-established semi-natural
woodland (areas of which are recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland), dense scrub and
neutral grassland. The site is also of importance for its breeding nightingales.

Woodland

The extensive woodland represents one of the best examples of coppice-with-standards woodland
on the London Clay. The woodland is largely comprised of pedunculate oak Quercus robur
standards with ash Fraxinus excelsior coppice of varying age structure. Other trees include field
maple Acer campestre, hornbeam Carpinus betulus and wild cherry Prunus avium. The non-native
sweet chestnut Castanea sativa is infrequent across the site. The shrub layer is varied with hazel
Corylus avellana and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna generally predominant but with other species
such as silver birch Betula pendula, aspen Populus tremula, willow Salix spp., wayfaring-tree
Viburnum lantana and the scarce wild service-tree Sorbus torminalis also present.

The field layer of the woodland is dominated by bluebells Hyacinthoides non-scripta, with bramble
Rubus fruticosus and other climbers, particularly dog-rose Rosa canina and honeysuckle Lonicera
periclymenum. Several scarce plants are present including the early-purple orchid Orchis
mascula, broad-leaved helleborine Epipactis helleborine and stinking iris Iris foetidissima.

Neutral grassland

Rough Shaw is an area of dense and scattered scrub of hawthorn, gorse Ulex europaeus and
brambles on a north facing slope, with tall-herb neutral grassland along its upper margin. The tall-
herb neutral grassland includes stands of unimproved neutral grassland. Typical herbaceous
species present and that are typical of this grassland type include lady’s bedstraw Galium verum,
common knapweed Centaurea nigra, common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, meadow
vetchling Lathyrus pratensis, agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria and red clover Trifolium pratense.
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Breeding birds

The SSSI supports a nationally important number of nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos during
the breeding season. Nightingales use coppice woodland and scrub throughout the SSSI. The
extensive areas of woodland and scrub within the site will help to ensure that there is always
sufficient area of habitat at a suitable stage of maturity to support breeding nightingales in
nationally important numbers.

In addition to the ‘reasons for notification’ described above, the site also supports a range of
woodland and scrub breeding birds, including sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus, woodcock Scolopax
rusticola, stock dove Columba oenas, turtle dove Streptopelia turtur, cuckoo Cuculus canorus,
tawny owl Strix aluco, green woodpecker Picus viridis, great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos
major, whitethroat Sylvia communis, lesser whitethroat S. curruca, linnet Carduelis cannabina and
bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula. The site supports small numbers of great crested newts Triturus
cristatus and all four widespread British species of reptile: adder Vipera berus, grass snake Natrix
natrix, common lizard Zootoca vivipara and slow-worm Anguis fragilis. Recent records of
invertebrates include the stag beetle Lucanus cervus and the nationally scarce moths Elegia
similella, Sitochroa palealis and Dichomeris alacella.
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Annex 2

Views about Management

This is a legal document on which you have a right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document.
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Views About Management
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Section 28(4) as inserted by
ENGLAND Schedule 9 to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

A statement of Natural England’s views about the management of Chattenden Woods and
Lodge Hill Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

This statement represents Natural England’s views about the management of the SSSI for nature
conservation. This statement sets out, in principle, our views on how the site’s special
conservation interest can be conserved and enhanced. Natural England has a duty to notify the
owners and occupiers of SSSI of its views about the management of the land.

Not all of the management principles will be equally appropriate to all parts of the SSSI. Also,
there may be other management activities, additional to our current views, which can be beneficial
to the conservation and enhancement of the features of interest.

This Statement does not constitute consent for any of the ‘operations requiring Natural England’s
consent’. The written consent of Natural England is required before carrying out any of those
operations. Natural England welcomes consultation with owners, occupiers and users of the SSSI
to ensure that the management of this site conserves and enhances the features of interest, and to
ensure that all necessary prior consents are obtained.

Background

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient and
long-established semi-natural woodland, dense scrub, and an area of neutral grassland. The site
also supports a nationally important number of breeding nightingales. Many of these habitats and
the species they support rely on fundamentally similar management whilst some have more
specific requirements to maintain the interest features in favourable condition.

Management principles

Nightingales at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI depend on a dense cover of shrubs in the
form of coppiced woodland and scrub habitats. Both habitats require management to maintain their
suitability for nightingales. Other habitats such as bare ground beneath mature trees and open
rides may also be important, and it will be beneficial to create and manage coppice and scrub
habitat adjacent to these features.

Broadleaved semi-natural woodland

There are many different ways in which broadleaved woodland can be managed to conserve its
value for wildlife. The following gives broad views on a range of regimes that may be appropriate
on your site.

A diverse woodland structure, with open glades, and in places a dense understory, and a more
mature overstorey is important. A range of ages and species within and between stands is
desirable. Ancient and veteran trees, must be retained as they support the greatest diversity of
plants and animals due to the number of micro-habitats present on the trees themselves.
Retention of dead and decaying wood, such as fallen logs, can provide habitats for fungi and
invertebrates. However, work may be needed to make safe dangerous trees in areas of high
public access. Both temporary and permanent open spaces benefit groups of invertebrates such
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as butterflies. They may require cutting to keep them open, and should be of sufficient size to
ensure that sunny conditions prevail for most of the day.

Felling, thinning or coppicing may be used to create or maintain variations in the structure of the
wood, and non-native trees and shrubs can be removed at this time. To avoid disturbance to
breeding birds the work is normally best done between the beginning of September and the end of
February. Work should be avoided when the ground is soft, to prevent disturbing the soil and
ground flora. Normally successive felling, thinning or coppicing operations should be spread
through the wood to promote diversity, but where there is open space adjacent plots should be
worked to encourage the spread of species that are only weakly mobile.

Coppicing must be carried out regularly on a rotational basis to ensure that a sufficient area of
dense, shrubby re-growth between 3-10 years old (depending on soil richness) is available for
nesting and foraging birds. Standard trees should be managed to provide the open conditions
necessary for vigorous coppice growth. Natural regeneration from seed or stump re-growth is
preferred to planting because it helps maintain the local patterns of species and the inherent
genetic character of the site.

Deer management and protection from rabbits or livestock are often necessary. Whilst light or
intermittent grazing may increase woodland diversity, heavy browsing can damage the ground flora
and prevent successful regeneration. Parts of a wood should be left unmanaged to benefit species
that do best under low disturbance or in response to natural processes. Within these areas some
trees will eventually die naturally and dead wood accumulate. Invasive species, such as
Rhododendron or Himalayan balsam, should be controlled.

Scrub

Scrub habitats in the lowlands are low-growing communities where the main woody components
are bushes or small trees, such as hawthorn, blackthorn and gorse. They can support a wide
variety of species and ecological communities. In particular, the transitional zone between scrub
and other habitats can be important for wildlife, especially invertebrates.

Often, scrub is a transitional stage that will develop into woodland if left unmanaged. Encouraging
structural diversity and a mosaic of age classes within areas of scrub is important in maintaining
the diversity of species. For example, blackthorn scrub supports the greatest variety of bird and
insect species in the early and middle stages of growth. As scrub habitats mature they develop a
tall, continuous cover which is unsuitable for nightingales.

Scrub should be managed by regular rotational cutting and/or layering, which should aim to
maintain a mosaic of patches at different stages of growth, ranging from freshly cut to old closed
canopy stands. Rotational cutting is necessary to create belts of low, dense, regenerating woody
vegetation adjacent to older, taller scrub over bare ground, in a mosaic with open grassy areas. It
is important that a sufficient area of scrub is available to retain existing numbers of nightingales in
optimal habitats while adjacent areas are cut back.

Open spaces, either temporary gaps created by cutting or more permanent areas such as rides
and glades, benefit invertebrates such as butterflies. They should be of sufficient size to ensure
that sunny conditions prevail for most of the day. Rides and glades may require cutting to keep
them open and a diverse edge structure is important for most species of invertebrates. Scrub can
also be cut in small patches to create an intimate mixture of scrub and grassland.

Grazing is another method for managing scrub and on some sites may be a more suitable
management tool than cutting. By its nature, grazing can help to create a patchy mosaic of scrub
and other habitats. As with cutting, it can also help to maintain a range of age classes. However,
stock levels do need to be carefully controlled. If grazing pressure is too high the structure of the
scrub vegetation may become impoverished. Also, the scrub may not be able to regenerate
naturally, leading to a loss of cover over time. Where the objective is to increase the area of scrub
an initial period of fencing to control grazing may be required.
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Neutral hay meadow and pasture

Neutral hay meadow and pasture requires active management if it is to retain its conservation
interest. In order to maintain a species-rich sward, each year's growth of vegetation must be
removed. Otherwise the sward becomes progressively dominated by tall and vigorous grasses
which, together with an associated build up of dead plant matter, suppress less vigorous species
and reduce the botanical diversity of the site.

In neutral hay meadows, the above objective is traditionally achieved by closing the fields to stock
in the autumn and cutting the resultant growth as hay, usually in early July. The precise timing of
the cut depends on local factors, including past management and current weather conditions, but
should be after ground-nesting birds have fledged their young and any short-lived, characteristic
plants have set seed. The aftermath is then grazed in late summer/autumn. Aftermath grazing is
important for maintaining a species-rich sward, both through controlling competitive grasses and
through hoof-prints providing suitable sites for seedlings to establish. Heavy poaching must be
avoided, however.

On pasture land this management is achieved by grazing. The precise timing and intensity of
grazing will vary both between and within sites, according to local conditions and requirements
(such as, for example, type or availability of stock or the needs of individual plants or animals of
conservation concern) but should aim to keep a relatively open sward without causing excessive
poaching. Light trampling can be of benefit by breaking down leaf litter and providing areas for
seed germination.

No other management should be routinely required. Any surrounding, well-managed hedgerows
and scrub may considerably add to the habitat in providing shelter for invertebrates. Occasional
dressings of lime may be acceptable.

All habitats

The habitats within this site are highly sensitive to inorganic fertilisers and pesticides, applications
of which should be avoided both within the site itself and in adjacent surrounding areas.
Herbicides may be useful in targeting certain invasive species, but should be used with extreme
care. Access to this site, and any recreational activities within, may also need to be controlled.

Date notified: [insert notification date]
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Annex 3

List of operations requiring Natural England’s consent

This is a legal document on which you have a right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document.
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Operations requiring Natural England’s consent

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Section 28 (4)(b) as substituted by Schedule 9 to the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

The operations listed below may damage the features of interest of Chattenden Woods and
Lodge Hill SSSI. Before any of these operations are undertaken you must consult Natural
England, and you may require our consent.

It is usually possible to carry out some of these operations in certain ways, or at specific times of
year, or on certain parts of the SSSI, without damaging the features of interest. If you wish to carry
out any of these activities please contact a Natural England Adviser who will give you advice and
where appropriate issue a consent. Please help us by using the ‘notice form’ (sent to you with the
notification documents and available on request) to ask us for consent to carry out these
operations.

In certain circumstances it will not be possible to consent these operations, because they would
damage the features of interest. Where possible your Natural England Adviser will suggest
alternative ways in which you may proceed, which would enable a consent to be issued. To
proceed without Natural England’s consent may constitute an offence. If consent is refused, or
conditions attached to it, which are not acceptable to you, you will be provided with details of how
you may appeal to the Secretary of State.

Standard Type of operation
reference
number

1. Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.

2. Grazing and alterations to the grazing regime (including type of stock, intensity or
seasonal pattern of grazing).

Stock feeding and alterations to stock feeding practice.

Mowing or cutting vegetation and alterations to the mowing or cutting regime (such
as from haymaking to silage).

Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.

Application of pesticides, including herbicides (weedkillers) whether terrestrial or
aquatic, and veterinary products.

Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.
Burning and alterations to the pattern or frequency of burning.

Release into the site of any wild, feral, captive-bred or domestic animal, plant, seed
or micro-organism (including genetically modified organisms).

10. Killing, injuring, taking or removal of any wild animal (including dead animals or parts
thereof), or their eggs and nests, including pest control and disturbing them in their
places of shelter.

11. Destruction, displacement, removal or cutting of any plant, fungus or plant remains,
including tree, shrub, herb, hedge, dead or decaying wood, moss, lichen, fungal
fruiting body, leaf-mould or turf.

12. Tree and/or woodland management and alterations to tree and/or woodland
management (including, planting, felling, pruning and tree surgery, thinning,
coppicing, changes in species composition, and removal of fallen timber).

13.a Draining (including the use of mole, tile, tunnel or other artificial drains).
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Standard
reference
number

13.b

13.c
14

15.
20.
21.

22.
23.

26.
27.

28.a

Notes:

Type of operation

Modification to the structure of water courses (streams, springs, ditches and drains),
including their banks and beds, as by re-alignment, regrading, damming or dredging.

Management of aquatic and bank vegetation for drainage purposes.

Alterations to water levels and tables and water utilisation (including irrigation,
storage and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes). Also the
modification of current drainage operations (such as through the installation of new

pumps).
Infilling or digging of ditches, dykes, drains, ponds, pools, marshes or pits.
Extraction of minerals including sand and gravel, topsoil, subsoil and spoil.

Destruction, construction, removal, rerouting, or regrading of roads, tracks, walls,
fences, hard-standing, banks, ditches or other earthworks, including soil and soft rock
exposures or the laying, maintenance or removal of pipelines and cables, above or
below ground.

Storage of materials.

Erection of permanent or temporary structures or the undertaking of engineering
works, including drilling.

Use of vehicles or craft.

Recreational or other activities likely to damage or disturb the features of special
interest or their habitats.

Game and waterfowl management and hunting practices and alterations to game and
waterfowl management and hunting practice.

i. This is a list of operations appearing to Natural England to be likely to damage the special
features of this SSSI, as required under section 28 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act substituted
by Schedule 9 to the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000.

ii. Where an operation has been granted a consent, licence or permission from another authority
separate consent will not be required from Natural England. However, other authorities are
required to consult Natural England before such consents, licences or permissions are issued.

iii. Any reference to ‘animal’ in this list shall be taken to include any mammal, reptile, amphibian,
bird, fish, or invertebrate.

Date notified: [insert notification date]
National Grid reference: TQ747734
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Annex 4

Map(s) showing the land notified

This is a legal document on which you have a legal right to make objections or representations, as
explained in part 3 of this notification document.
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Insert boundary map here — A3 landscape format in colour
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Insert extension map here — A3 landscape format in colour
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ENGLAND

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI
Kent

Supporting Information

A supplement to the notification document

Issued by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team on [insert notification date]





Contact points and further information

This supplement is issued on request by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team and is
intended to be read in conjunction with the notification document for owners, occupiers and other
notified parties. Our address for correspondence is:

Natural England
Ninth Floor
International House
Dover Place
Ashford

Kent

TN23 1HU

Telephone number: 0300 060 4782
E-mail: lorraine.smith@naturalengland.org.uk

Your contact point for enquiries relating to this notification is Lorraine Smith.
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Summary

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is notified under section 28C of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981, as inserted by Schedule 9 to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient and
other long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. It is a nationally
important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special interest that occur
within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic:

Ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland — The extensive woodland
represents one of the best examples of coppice-with-standards woodland on the London
Clay. The dominant woodland community is of the National Vegetation Classification
(NVC) type W10 pedunculate oak Quercus robur — bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble
Rubus fruticosus woodland.

Unimproved neutral grassland — Rough Shaw is an area of dense and scattered scrub on
a north facing slope with tall-herb neutral grassland along its upper margin. The tall-herb
neutral grassland includes stands of the unimproved nationally scarce NVC type MG5
crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland.

Breeding nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos — The SSSI supports a nationally
important number of nightingales during the breeding season. Nightingales use coppice
woodland and scrub throughout the SSSI.

Assemblage of breeding birds chiefly associated with scrub habitats — The SSSI
supports an assemblage of breeding birds chiefly associated with scrub habitats. At least
12 species comprise a breeding assemblage, including turtle dove Streptopelia turtur,
cuckoo Cuculus canorus, nightingale, whitethroat Sylvia communis, lesser whitethroat S.
curruca, garden warbler S. borin, blackcap S. atricapilla, long-tailed tit , linnet Carduelis
cannabina, greenfinch C. chloris, goldfinch C. carduelis and bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula.
The species making up this assemblage breed in scrub and woodland edge habitats
throughout the site, and many will also forage more widely in the woodland and grassland
habitats.
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1. Information used to support the selection of Chattenden Woods
and Lodge Hill SSSI

Feature Data Source Author Date | Content

General Botanical Surveys of SSSls Barter, G. 1979 | Results of surveys of
in Kent (including proposed Chattenden Wood
sites). Volume 1: A-K. SSSlin the late 1970s
Nature Conservancy Council
Report
Guidelines for selection of Nature 1989 | National selection
biological SSSIs. Published Conservancy guidelines for
by Nature Conservancy Council biological Sites of
Council, Peterborough Special Scientific

Interest
The Natural History of E. Philp, 1989 | Species lists including
Chattenden. Unpublished Maidstone plants, invertebrates,
report Museum birds, amphibians,
reptiles and mammals

British Plant Communities. Rodwell, J.S. 1991 | National Vegetation
Volume 1: Woodlands and (ed). Classification (NVC)
Scrub. Published by for woodlands and
Cambridge University Press, scrub communities
Cambridge
British Plant Communities: Rodwell, J.S. 1992 | NVC for lowland
Volume 3: Grasslands and (ed). grassland
Montane Communities. communities
Published by Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge
The nature conservation Mortimer, S.R. et | 2000 | Report looking at
value of scrub in Britain. al. ecology, conservation
Published by Joint Nature and management of
Conservation Committee, scrub and its value to
Peterborough. wildlife
Wainscot Training Area Atkins Limited 2007 | Surveys and
Ecological Assessment. assessment of
Report for Holdfast Limited. habitats and species
http://publicaccess.medway.g in the area of a
ov.uk/WAM/doc/Supporting% proposed extension to
20Documents- the MOD training
487936.pdf?extension=.pdf&i facility
d=487936&appid=1001&loca
tion=dtmedwaydc&contentTy
pe=application/pdf&pageCou
nt=57
State of the Natural Natural England 2008 | Review of the state of
Environment 2008. England’s natural
Published by Natural environment
England, Peterborough.
Kent and Medway Biological | Kentand Medway | 2012 | Data for breeding
Records Centre search query | Biological birds and other
1969-2012. Records Centre species in the SSSI

Woodland A woodland NVC Survey of Davis, S. 1995 | NVC survey, including

Chattenden Woods SSSI.
English Nature internal
report.

list of ancient
woodland specialists
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Feature Data Source Author Date | Content
A woodland NVC Survey of Williams, P. & 2012 | NVC survey, including
Chattenden Woods SSSI and | Smith, L. list of woodland flora
surrounding woodlands. and target notes
Natural England internal
report
Specialist support for Goldberg, E. 2012 | Support for notifying
notification of Chattenden the site from Natural
Woods and Lodge Hill as a England’s woodland
SSSI for woodland specialist
Birds Population trends in British Marchant, J.H., 1990 | Nightingale population

Breeding Birds. Published by | Hudson, R., trends
the British Trust for Carter, S.P. &
Ornithology, Tring Whittington, P.
Survival of British sedge Peach, W.J., 1991 | Factors affecting
warblers Acrocephalus Baillie, S. & British migrant
schoenobaenus in relation to | Underhill, L. breeding birds on their
West African rainfall. Ibis African wintering
133: 300-305 grounds
The nightingale in England — | Fuller, R.J., 1999 | Nightingale habitat
problems and prospects. Henderson, requirements
British Wildlife 10 (4):221- A.C.B. & Wilson,
230 A.M.
Status of the nightingale Wilson, A.M., 2002 | Results of 1999
Luscinia megarhynchos in Henderson, national nightingale
Britain at the end of the 20" | A.C.B. & Fuller, survey
Century with particular R.J.
reference to climate change
Bird Study 49: 193-204
Birds in Europe: population BirdLife 2004 | European nightingale
estimates, trends and International population trends
conservation status.
Published by BirdLife
International, Cambridge
Population estimates of birds | Baker, H., Stroud, | 2006 | National population
in Great Britain and the D.A., Aebischer, estimates of breeding
United Kingdom. British N.J., Cranswick, birds
Birds 99: 25-44 P.A., Gregory,

R.D., McSorley,

C.A., Noble, D.G.

& Rehfisch, M.M.
Population trends of Gregory. R.D., 2007 | European nightingale
widespread woodland birds Vorisek, P., van population trends
in Europe. Ibis 149 (Suppl. Strier, A.,
2): 78-97 Meyling, AW.G.,

Jiguet, F.,

Fornasari, L.,

Reif, J.,

Chylarecki, P., &

Burfield, 1.J.
Population trends of breeding | Hewson, C.M. & | 2009 | Nightingale population
birds in woodlands over a 32- | Noble, D.G. trends

year period: relationships
with food, habitat use and
migratory behaviour. Ibis

151: 464-486
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Feature Data Source Author Date | Content
Berry Court Wood breeding RSPB 2009, | Breeding bird records
bird survey (2009 and 2010). 2010 | for Berry Court Wood
Unpublished report
The Breeding Bird Survey Risely, K., 2011 | Nightingale population
2010. BTO Research Report | Kenwick, A.R., trends
597. Published by the British | Dadam, D.,
Trust for Ornithology, Eaton, M.A.,
Thetford Johnston, A,
Baillie, S.R.,
Musgrove, A.J. &
Noble, D.G.
Nightingale survey: Henderson, A. 2012 | Preliminary results for
preliminary results for Kent. Kent from the BTO
Report to the British Trust for national nightingale
Ornithology survey 2012
The nightingale in Britain: Holt, C.A., 2012 | Nightingale population
status, ecology and Hewson, C.M. & trends
conservation needs. British Fuller, R.
Birds 105:172-187
Lodge Hill Outline Planning Hyder Consulting | 2012 | Breeding bird records
Application on behalf of UK in the SSSI
Defence Infrastructure
Organisation: Masterplan for
breeding birds.
Environmental Statement
Addendum
BTO Nightingale Survey British Trust for 2012 | Map showing location
2012: Lodge Hill, Kent Ornithology of all validated
(TQ77). Unpublished results nightingale territories
recorded in the SSSI
in 2012
Breeding bird assemblage for | M. Orchard, Kent | 2012 | Breeding bird
Chattenden Woods 2008- Ornithological assemblage for
2012. Unpublished BTO Bird | Society Chattenden Woods
Atlas survey records (2008- 2008-2012
11) and additional 2012
records collected by Kent
Ornithological Society
Specialist support for Drewitt, A. 2012 | Support for notifying
notification of Chattenden the site from Natural
Woods and Lodge Hill as a England’s senior
SSSi for breeding birds ornithological
specialist
SSSI notification strategy — Drewitt, A. In Priorities for SSSI
birds. Draft Natural England prep. | notification for birds
internal report
Grassland Survey of neutral grassland. | Williams, P 1998 | Grassland recording
English Nature survey card.
Robertson, H.J. & | 2000 | Rationale behind the

Monitoring the condition of
lowland grassland SSSis:
Part 1 — English Nature’s
rapid assessment method.
English Nature Research
Reports 315

Jefferson, R.G.

rapid assessment
methodology,
describes practical
ways of making rapid
assessments
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Feature Data Source Author Date | Content
Guidance on the survey and | Jefferson, R.G. & | 2001 | Internal Natural
boundary definition of Robertson, H.J. England guidance on
candidate grassland sites. SSSI boundaries
Unpublished internal
guidance note.
National assessment of Holmes, P., 2005 | Strategic review of the
lowland neutral grassland. Pinches, C. & conservation of
Paper to the Council of Jefferson, R.J. lowland neutral
English Nature grassland in England
UK Biodiversity Action Plan Biodiversity 2008 | Describes the lowland
(BAP) Priority Habitat Reporting and meadow habitat as
Descriptions — Lowland Information defined by the UK
Meadows. Published online Group (ed. A. BAP
at Maddock)
http://ijncc.defra.gov.uk/PDF/
UKBAP_PriorityHabitatDesc-
Rev2010.pdf
Survey of neutral grassland. | Williams, P. & 2012 | Grassland recording
Natural England survey Smith, L. card.
National Vegetation Williams, P. 2012 | NVC survey including
Classification survey of assessment of the
neutral grassland at Rough extent of grassland
Shaw. Natural England NVC communities
internal report
Specialist support for Jefferson, R.G. 2012 | Support for notifying
notification of Chattenden the site from Natural
Woods and Lodge Hill as a England’s senior
SSSi for grassland grassland specialist
Biodiversity: Action for Kent's | Kent Biodiversity | 2012 | Description and status
Wildlife. Lowland Meadows | Partnership of lowland meadows
— current status. in Kent as defined by
http://www.kentbap.org.uk/ha the Kent Habitat
bitats-and-species/priority- Survey 2003.
habitat/lowland-meadow/
Webpage accessed 5
September 2012
SSSI notification strategy — Jefferson. R.G. In Priorities for lowland
lowland grassland. Draft prep. | grassland SSSI

Natural England internal
report

notification

2. Explanation of how Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill meets the
SSSI selection guidelines

This section explains how the information listed in section 1 has informed our decision to notify the
SSSI, according to the Guidelines for selection of biological SSSIs (Nature Conservancy Council,

1989), hereafter referred to as ‘the Guidelines’.

2.1 Woodlands

The Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI supports extensive areas of long-established semi-
natural woodland (see photograph 1 in section 6), parts of which are recorded as ‘ancient semi-
natural woodland’ (ASNW). The dominant woodland community in the SSSI most closely
resembles the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W10 pedunculate oak Quercus robur
— bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble Rubus fruticosus woodland. Two sub-communities are
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represented; the W10a typical sub-community and the W10b wood anemone Anemone nemorosa
sub-community W10b. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 4.7, p.80) state that:

‘Within an AOS [area of search] several examples of most types should be
selected to account for the variation in woodland structure, floristic composition
of tree and subsidiary layers and animal assemblages, to represent the various
ways in which different types may naturally be combined, to give a geographical
spread of sites, and to include any special features.’

The woodland vegetation communities are characteristic of those found on London Clay within the
North Kent Plain National Character Area (NCA)'. The woodland complex covers over 160 ha of
semi-natural woodland, of which 53.59 ha is recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland on the
Ancient Woodland Inventory, making Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill the largest woodland
complex of this type within the North Kent Plain NCA, outside of the Blean Complex®. Within the
woodland complex at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill, the largest contiguous block totals over
93 ha. Across the whole of the woodland complex over 100 woodland species have been
recorded, 33 of which are woodland specialists, and many of which occur in the long-established
semi-natural woodland.

The Guidelines provide the basis for selecting woodland SSSis in terms of both their floristic
composition and their structural form. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, paragraph 1.5, p74) state that:

‘The total area of ancient semi-natural and other woodland selected as SSSis in
each AOS should be sufficient to protect an adequate extent of, as well as the
full range of variation in, native woodland communities and features against
future threats, independently of other land-use policies.’

The proportion of England’s woodland resource within SSSis is much less than for many other
habitats (between 10 and 25% depending on whether all woodland or ASNW is considered). In the
North Kent Plain there are around 4,584 ha of extant woodland regarded as ancient. Of this nearly
25% comprises ‘plantations on ancient woodland sites’ (PAWS), woodlands that have usually been
planted with non-native conifers, and/or converted to plantation stands with mixes of conifers and
broadleaves for mainly commercial forestry.

The most extensive woodlands within the North Kent Plain NCA are the Blean Complex (1,511 ha).
The total area of woodland within the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is 160 ha and is of
key significance in the NCA. In addition, there is good continuity with dense scrub habitat and
neutral grassland.

In terms of judging the quality of individual woodland stands and sites, the Guidelines recommend
a number of specific attributes which are applicable to Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill. The
Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.1, p.77) state that:

‘...A basic presumption is that [Natural England] should seek to protect the
largest areas available of all the major types in an AOS...’

At over 160 ha Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill forms one of the largest remaining blocks or
connected stands of long-established and ancient semi-natural woodlands in the NCA. The
woodland is important in terms of its total area but also as part of a functioning habitat mosaic.
Natural England’s emerging SSSI notification strategy for woodland endorses the approach to
target the largest ancient and long-established woodland sites as priorities for SSSI selection and
also emphasises the enhanced value of woodlands in combination with other adjacent semi-natural
habitats. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.2, p.77) further state that:

! National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 natural areas each defined by a unique
combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and economic and cultural activity. Chattenden Woods
and Lodge Hill SSSI lies within the North Kent Plain NCA. NCAs are now used as ‘areas of search’ for the
purposes of SSSI selection (where appropriate) in England. For more information on NCAs, see Natural
England’s website: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/nca/default.aspx

2 Blean Complex is formed of four SSSls: West Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI, East Blean SSSI, Church
Woods SSSI and Ellenden Wood SSSI

Page 9 of 24





‘Whole woods may be judged...in particular by their size, relative naturalness
and diversity.’

The woodland occuring within the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI forms a number of large
stands, most notably Great Chattenden Wood, which, in combination with adjoining woods, forms a
contiguous block totalling over 93 ha. The woodlands occuring within the SSSI demonstrate a
naturalness in species composition, comprising mainly of pedunculate oak standards with ash
Fraxinus excelsior coppice, which is uncommon within the North Kent Plain NCA and in contrast to
the Blean Complex, which is largely dominated by sweet chesthut Castanea sativa coppice and, in
more nhatural stands, by hornbeam Carpinus betulus coppice.

When considering the species richness of a site the Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.3, p.77)
state that:

‘The standard recording form covering all woodland contains about 400 species. As a
rough guide, sites with 100-200 of these (25-50% of the total possible) can be considered
rich in absolute terms.’

The botanical species richness of the woodlands within Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI
has been recorded in the 1995 and 2012 NVC surveys, which documented over 100 woodland
species across the site, 33 of which are woodland specialists, and many of which occur in the long-
established semi-natural woodland. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.4, p. 78) further state
that:

‘Coppiced woodland which is still worked on a regular rotation with a wide range of
standard trees and mixed composition is to be preferred to single-species stands of
neglected growth (40-70 years old) with few standards.’

A large proportion of the woodland is actively managed, in particular Great Chattenden Woods and
Berry Court Woods, which contain areas of recently coppiced woodland comprising ash, field
maple Acer campestre, hazel Corylus avellana, and occasional hornbeam (see photograph 2 in
section 6). Old boundary oak standards add diversity to the age structure of the woodland (see
photograph 3 in section 6).

The importance of the woodlands within a habitat mosaic is recognised within the Guidelines
(Chapter 2, section 3.4.5, p.78) which state:

‘Woods which adjoin or are in a mosaic with other habitats tend to be more
valuable than those sharply abutted by arable or improved grassland...Within
the wood, clearings (natural glades and managed rides)...variations in drainage
and abundance of dead wood increase the importance of the site through
greater diversity.’

The woodland feature adjoins areas of neutral grassland and dense scrub, which collectively form
a network of semi-natural habitat that supports a range of species. Great Chattenden Woods,
Berry Court Wood and Ash Wood contain an extensive network of wide rides (see photograph 4 in
section 6), some of which lie wet and support a range of tall herbs (see photograph 5 in section 6).
Berry Court Wood supports a pond on the lower slope adding further diversity to the habitat.
Standing deadwood is generally well represented supporting invertebrates such as stag beetle
Lucanus cervus.

The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 4.4, p.79) states that the selection procedure within each Area of
Search (AOS) should:

‘|dentify the best, usually the largest, candidate stands, but taking account also of relative
naturalness and diversity...’

The woodland is one of the best and largest examples of coppice with standards on London Clay
within the North Kent Plain NCA. The woodland complex covers over 160 ha of semi-natural
woodland, of which 53.59 ha is recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland on the Ancient
Woodland Inventory, making Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill the largest woodland complex of
its type outside the Blean Complex, within the North Kent Plain. The woodlands occuring within
the SSSI demonstrate a naturalness in species composition, comprising mainly of pedunculate oak
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standards with ash coppice, which is in contrast to the Blean Complex, which is largely dominated
by sweet chestnut coppice and in more natural stands by hornbeam coppice.

2.2 Neutral grassland

Within Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI, the area known as Rough Shaw comprises a
mosaic of dense and scattered scrub on a north facing slope with approximately 4 ha of tall-herb
neutral grassland along its upper margin. Within this area of grassland is 1 ha of unimproved
species-rich neutral grassland characterised by the nationally scarce NVC type MG5 crested
dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland, which conforms
mainly to the MG5b lady’s bedstraw Galium verum sub-community.

In the UK the amount of lowland meadow has recently been estimated to be around 15,000ha, the
majority of which is widespread but highly fragmented mainly across the lowlands of England. In
England there is estimated to be around 7,282 ha of which <6,000 ha is MG5 (Robertson &
Jefferson 2000). This habitat forms part of a semi-natural grassland resource that is collectively
well represented in the England SSSI series; the Natural England State of the Natural Environment
Report 2008 cites an estimate of 68% of the total resource is currently within the SSSI series.

However, unimproved neutral grassland habitat has undergone a considerable decline in the 20th
Century, almost entirely due to changing agricultural practice. It is estimated that by 1984 in
lowland England and Wales, semi-natural grassland had declined by 97% over the previous 50
years. Losses continued during the 1980s and 1990s, and have been recorded at 2 -10% per
annum in some parts of England. The national decline has continued into the 21° Century; an
assessment of the condition of semi-natural grassland types in non-statutory sites in England in
2005 found only 16% of lowland hay meadows outside of the SSSI series were considered to be in
a favourable condition largely due to neglect or agricultural improvement.

The direct effects of eutrophication (artificial fertilisers) due to agricultural improvement, which over
the past century and more have been one of the major factors in the disappearance and
degradation of most types of lowland grassland in the UK, continue to make an impact on surviving
stands of these vegetation types where the measure of protection through some sort of designation
frame or beneficial influence on management is low. This is of particular importance still with the
lowland meadows in the wider countryside of the UK, especially where they occur on more fertile
and better-drained soils where the benefits of upgrade are more immediate and economic.

The Kent Habitat Survey 2003 recorded 71 ha of lowland meadows and a further 587 ha of
species-rich ‘other neutral grassland' of which 69 ha currently fall within SSSIs. There are two
other sites in the North Kent Plain NCA notified for MG5 grassland: Thanet Coast SSSI and West
Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI. Both are approximately 37 km to the east of Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 1.4, p. 92) state that:

‘In most counties, meadow grasslands with significant botanical interest now occupy less
than 3% of the total, and even these remnants continue to dwindle...It is thus imperative to
notify as SSSIs as many as possible of the good examples that remain.’

A national strategic review of lowland neutral grassland conservation in 2005 undertaken by
English Nature reaffirmed this principle and also concluded that, given the scarcity and vulnerability
of these grassland types and evidence of their ongoing decline, all examples of the community
type MG5 which are considered to satisfy the Guidelines should continue to be notified across its
English range. This approach is further advocated in Natural England’s draft SSSI notification
strategy for lowland grassland.

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 3.3, p.93) state that:

‘...those areas containing good examples of the NVC lowland grassland communities in
Table 9 will qualify for SSSI selection on floristic merits.’

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 3.5, p.94) further state that:
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‘Examples of grassland with any of the communities listed in Table 9, either singly or in
mixtures, should be at least 0.5ha in area to qualify for selection.’

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI supports an example of the NVC type MG5 crested dog’s-
tail Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland, which conforms mainly
to the MG5b lady’s bedstraw Galium verum sub-community. This type of grassland is now
nationally scarce and is identified as being a lowland grassland community of high botanical
interest in Table 9 on p.96 of the Guidelines. With 1 ha of MG5 grassland, the Chattenden Woods
and Lodge Hill SSSI exceeds the minimum threshold area of 0.5 ha recommended by the
Guidelines for grassland communities with high botanical interest.

Other lowland grassland types in the SSSI include stands of communities of generally lower
botanical interest, namely MG1le false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius grassland, common
knapweed Centaurea nigra sub-community.

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 3.1, p.93) state that:

‘The NVC communities MG1, 6, 7, 9 and 10 are considerably modified types with generally
low botanical interest...They can, however, be included within an SSSI where they form a
mosaic with more important communities or a peripheral zone between higher-quality
habitat and a clearly defined boundary.’

The semi-improved grasslands of MG1 occur in a mosaic with scrub and the stands of MG5
grassland.

2.3 Nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos

Natural England’s draft SSSI notification strategy for birds has identified breeding nightingales as a
species not previously listed as a notified feature in its own right at any SSSI (although they are
potentially included as a contributing species in woodland and scrub breeding bird assemblages).
It is recommended that all known aggregations reaching or exceeding 1% of the GB population are
notified. Improving coverage for nightingales, along with four other relatively scarce breeding
woodland birds of conservation concern, is considered a priority.

2.3.1 Numbers of nightingales in Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is used by nationally important numbers of Nightingales
Luscinia megarhynchos during the breeding season. In 1999, the nightingale population was
concentrated within five counties in south-east England (Wilson et al. 2002). These five counties
held 77% of the total population: Kent (26%), Suffolk (19%), Sussex (15%), Essex (9%) and
Norfolk (7%). Available information indicates that the site is currently the most important location in
Kent for nightingales, both in terms of numbers and density (Henderson 2012). Kent's position as
the most important county for nightingales in Great Britain (as revealed by national surveys in 1980
and 1999) suggests that this, apparently the most important site in Kent, should receive highest
priority for notification.

The Guidelines (Chapter 14, section 3.1, p.244) state that:

‘Localities which normally contain 1% or more of the total British breeding population of any
native species...are eligible for selection.’

There are four data sources for the numbers of breeding nightingales in the SSSI, the results of
which are presented in table 1 (below):

1999 National nightingale survey (Results summarised in Henderson, 2012)

2009 Thomson Ecology Survey (Lodge Hill Environmental Statement addendum)
2010 Kent Ornithological Society (Lodge Hill Environmental Statement addendum)
2012 Validated results of the national nightingale survey (British Trust for Ornithology)

The 1999 national nightingale survey was undertaken by volunteers using standardised survey
techniques devised by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). Volunteer surveyors were asked to
visit all known nightingale sites at least three times between mid-April and early June with at least
two visits in May (Wilson et al. 2002). Observers were also asked to visit between nightfall and
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08:00 hours when singing birds are most active. Data were collated, verified and analysed by BTO
and were used to estimate the British population.

The 2009 Thomson Ecology survey was a general breeding bird survey of all habitats within the
SSSI. This employed the BTO’s Common Bird Census (CBC) method and the area was visited on
five occasions from early March to mid July, with an additional evening survey of the Lodge Hill
Training Area (Hyder Consulting UK 2012). Although the CBC method is rigorous and designed to
identify individual territories of all breeding species, a survey limited to five visits (rather than the
recommended ten) plus one evening visit is likely to underestimate territory numbers. Also, as the
CBC method is not specifically targeted at the time of year and day when migratory nightingales
are present and most active, it is likely to underestimate numbers in comparison to the results of a
dedicated nightingale survey. The 2010 Kent Ornithological Society survey was specifically for
nightingales and was similar in methodology to that of the Thomson Ecology survey (Hyder
Consulting UK 2012).

The 2012 national nightingale survey was similar to the 1999 survey with the exception that a
minimum of two early morning visits were requested between 21 April and 20 May and nocturnal
visits were optional. Data are preliminary and subject to some limitations, particularly: not all
results have been received; validation of territorial clusters is still required; and numbers have not
been corrected to allow for under-recording (Henderson 2012). These limitations do not apply to
the data for the SSSI, however, as these have been fully validated by the BTO.

Table 1 Nightingale surveys of Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill

Survey Date Nightingale territories
National nightingale survey 1999 46*
Thomson Ecology Survey 2009 28
Kent Ornithological Society 2010 44
National nightingale survey 2012 84

*Chattenden Woods-Upnor Area

All surveys are considered to have been reliably undertaken and reported but it is probable that the
Thomson Ecology survey significantly underestimates nightingale numbers because of
methodological differences. The difference between the 2012 count and the results of similar
surveys in 1999 and 2010 may be due to greater coverage of the SSSI habitats or a real increase
in bird numbers, perhaps due to habitat changes in the SSSI. Only the 2012 survey results have
been used to support the inclusion of nightingales as a feature of the SSSI. This is because the
2012 data are considered to better represent the numbers of nightingales in the SSSI than other
data for the following reasons:

e They are the most recently available data and therefore best reflect current conditions on
the site;

e They result from a dedicated survey employing methods designed to locate singing
nightingales and are therefore less likely to underestimate numbers; and

e They cover the full extent of the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI and the locations
of all recorded territories are mapped.

Although it is preferable to use data collected over several years, where available, to take account
of population fluctuations (which might otherwise lead to under- or over-estimates of numbers), it is
sometimes necessary to use data from a single year. This is often the case for species which are
only systematically surveyed periodically (e.g. breeding nightjars Caprimulgus europaeus,
woodlarks Lullula arborea and Dartford warblers Sylvia undata, which are features of many SSSls
and Special Protection Areas). Above-average numbers of nightingales in Britain often occur in
years with warm, dry weather in spring (Marchant et al. 1990) and it is therefore considered
unlikely that numbers counted in 2012 are unusually high. Furthermore, given the long-term and
steady decline of breeding nightingales in the UK (Holt et al. 2012) it is unlikely that numbers
present in 2012 would be exceptional.

Based on the results of the 2012 survey which recorded 84 territories, it is estimated that the SSSI
supports at least 1.3% of the GB nightingale population. This is assessed against the GB
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population of 6,700 singing males estimated in 1999 as that is the most recently available national
population estimate. Given the evidence of a further significant decline since 1999 it is likely that
the SSSI population represents an even greater proportion of the current national population.

2.3.2 Analysis of nightingale population trends and implications for the SSSI

Nightingales at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI depend on a dense cover of shrubs in the
form of coppiced woodland and scrub habitats. Maintaining the current numbers of nightingales in
the SSSI will require detailed management planning and long-term habitat interventions. The key
management principles are set out in the statement of Natural England’s views about the
management of the SSSI, which forms an annex to the notification document.

Annual monitoring shows that nightingales in the UK declined by 60% between 1995 and 2009 and
by more than 90% since the 1960s (Risely et al. 2011; Holt et al. 2012). This reduction has been
accompanied by a contraction in range towards south-east England. Nightingales in mainland
Europe showed a steep initial decline in the 1980s followed by stability, although more recent
declines have been reported in the north-west of the species’ range (BirdLife International 2004,
Gregory et al. 2007). This broader trend suggests that the population in Britain, on the edge of the
species’ range, may be particularly affected by large-scale population changes, perhaps due to
lower productivity or reduced overwinter survival (Holt et al. 2012).

Preliminary data from the 2012 survey indicates that numbers in Kent have mirrored the national
trend, declining by 26% since 1999 (Henderson 2012). Between 1999 and 2012 only three survey
hectads have shown an increase in numbers, including the hectad TQ77 covering Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.

It is likely that a range of factors are responsible for the decline in nightingales in Britain. Habitat
loss and deterioration due to rapid infrastructure and housing development, and reduced woodland
management and increased deer populations are likely to be significant causes (Holt et al. 2012). It
is also likely that increasing pressures in migratory and wintering areas due to low rainfall in the
Sahel and perhaps agricultural intensification in West Africa have reduced adult survival, in
common with other migratory species (Peach et al. 1991; Hewson & Noble 2009). The role of other
potential effects such as increased predation and reductions in food quality and abundance are as
yet unknown.

In conclusion, although maintaining habitat extent and quality in the SSSI should help to maintain
numbers of nightingales, without a full understanding or control of all factors which may affect the
species, both in Britain and abroad, it is not possible to predict future population trends. This is no
less true for many other migratory bird species and does not imply that any less importance should
be attached to protecting and securing appropriate management of nightingale habitat in Britain.
Given that habitat loss and deterioration have at least contributed to the species’ decline it is
important to halt and reverse this effect whilst continuing to research and address other potential
pressures.

2.4  Assemblage of breeding birds chiefly associated with scrub habitats

The following sources of data have been used to identify probable or confirmed breeding of
species making up the scrub breeding bird assemblage:

¢ 2009 Thomson Ecology Survey (Lodge Hill Environmental Statement addendum)

¢ Kent and Medway Biological Records Centre (KMBRC) 1969-2010

o Assessment of breeding bird assemblage of Chattenden Woods area by M. Orchard, Kent
Ornithological Society (KOS) using BTO Breeding Bird Atlas records 2008-11, with
additional KOS records for 2012

The KMBRC records appear largely casual and from various sources, with little information on
breeding activity. All records submitted during the breeding season have been considered but it is
not known if they all relate to confirmed or probable breeding. The Thomson Ecology survey used
the standard CBC method although the limited number of annual survey visits reduces its value,
particularly for later nesting species. The Thomson Ecology survey includes maps which allow the
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discrimination of scrub bird registrations. The 2008-12 BTO Atlas/KOS records cover several
years, and indicate probable and confirmed breeding.

The guidelines (Chapter 14, section 3.5, p.245) state that:

‘Localities are eligible which support an especially good range of bird species characteristic
of the habitat, as defined by a ‘BTO index’ equal to or exceeding the value for the
appropriate habitat given in Appendix C and Table 28.

Natural England’s emerging SSSI notification strategy for birds does not recommend any changes
to the approach set out in the Guidelines for identification of breeding bird assemblages. However,
bird population estimates, habitat associations and species’ national statuses, which all influence
the composition of SSSI assemblages, have changed significantly since the Guidelines were
published in the 1980s. These changes have consequential effects on the lists of species in each
assemblage, individual species’ ranking and the threshold site-index values for each habitat.

The Guidelines (Chapter 14, Appendix C, p.257) describe the method for ascribing species’
rankings and deriving threshold site-index values. The same method has been used to derive
revised species rakings and threshold site-index values for scrub, based on the most recently
available published national population estimates by the Avian Population Estimates Panel (Baker
et al. 2006). Table 2 (below) shows the resulting amendments to scrub breeding bird assemblage
guidance (with justification for each change) and also provides an assessment of the Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI against the revised threshold site-index value.

Table 2 Breeding bird assemblage of scrub based on national population estimates
published in 2006 and proposed changes to the list of contributing species

Present in scrub

Species Reason for change Ranking habitats within the SSSI
Turtle dove Score increased from 1.5 due to 5 v
, . es
lower population estimate
Cuckoo No change 2 Yes
Long-eared owl No change 3
Nightjar Deleted: heathland rather than
scrub species
Tree pipit Deleted: associated with
heathland, forestry plantation and
woodland edge rather than scrub
Nightingale No change 3 Yes
Whinchat Deleted: now largely restricted to
bracken in upland areas
Stonechat No change 2
Grasshopper warbler | No change 2
Whitethroat Score decreased from 2 due to 1 v
) : . es
higher population estimate
Lesser whitethroat No change 2 Yes
Garden warbler No change 1 Yes
Blackcap No change 1 Yes
Long-tailed tit New species: associated with 1 v
- . es
scrub and <1 million pairs
Red-backed shrike Deleted: now an irregular
breeding species only
Linnet No change 1 Yes
Greenfinch 1 Yes
Goldfinch New species: associated with 1 Yes
Bullfinch scrub and <1 million pairs 1 Yes
Yellowhammer 1
Cirl bunting No change 4

New threshold site-index value = 14.5 (half of maximum score)
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Based upon the revised guidelines, the species breeding within scrub habitats at Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI score a site-index value of 17 (see table 2) against a threshold of
14.5°. Therefore the site qualifies for its breeding bird assemblage associated with scrub habitat.

3. Assessment of the current condition of the Chattenden Woods and

Lodge Hill SSSI

Site |Interest features Reported condition** Date of last

units* assessment

1 Breeding nightingale, breeding bird Favourable 6 September 2012
assemblage of scrub

2 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 14 June 2012

3 Neutral grassland, breeding nightingale, |Unfavourable —no change |22 August 2012
breeding bird assemblage of scrub

4 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 14 June 2012

5 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 14 June 2012

6 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 14 June 2012

7 Woodland, breeding nightingale, Favourable 6 September 2012
breeding bird assemblage of scrub

8 Breeding nightingale, breeding bird Favourable 6 September 2012

assemblage of scrub

* Site units are divisions used by Natural England for administrative purposes only.

** Reported condition

SSSis are notified because of special biological or geological features. When these features are
being managed so that their special nature conservation interest is being maintained they are said
to be in favourable condition. This is a United Kingdom standard and the terminology and
definitions are more fully described in ‘A Statement on Common Standards Monitoring’, produced
by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee in 1998.

3.1 Reasons for adverse condition

The unimproved neutral grassland in unit 3 has been assessed as ‘unfavourable — no change’ due
to the low frequency of positive indicator species, excessive cover of coarse grasses and the
sward height being above the recommended level. Altering the grazing regime to increase the
grazing pressure will address these issues.

3 Using the original scoring system as published in the Guidelines in 1989, the site scores a site index value
of 13.5 against a threshold of 15.
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4.  Selection of ‘operations requiring Natural England’s consent’

Natural England selects operations from a master list when determining the list of operations
requiring consent for individual SSSIs. The selection is based on the likelihood that the operations
may cause damage to the special features that are the reasons for notification of the SSSI. As well
as selecting operations from the master list, the precise wording of each operation may be tailored
to suit the particular circumstances at the site.

It is not possible to predict every possible eventuality that may arise on a site but the aim is to
identify all operations where it is reasonably foreseeable that, if carried out at certain times or in a
particular manner somewhere within the SSSI, they are likely to damage the special interest
features. The table below records at least one reason justifying the inclusion of each operation in
the list for Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI. It is not intended to be exhaustive and in most
cases there will be other ways in which the specified operation is likely to cause damage.

Standard | Type of operation At least one reason for listing

reference

number

1. Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, Important habitats could be
harrowing and re-seeding. destroyed.

2. Grazing and alterations to the grazing regime | Important habitats sensitive to over or
(including type of stock, intensity or seasonal | under grazing.
pattern of grazing).

3. Stock feeding and alterations to stock feeding | Could lead to localised nutrient
practice. enrichment or poaching which would

damage important habitats.

4. Mowing or cutting vegetation and alterations | Inappropriate mowing can damage or
to the mowing or cutting regime (such as from | destroy the structural diversity of
haymaking to silage). important habitats.

5. Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, Important habitats sensitive to nutrient
fertilisers and lime. enrichment.

6. Application of pesticides, including herbicides | Important habitats and associated
(weedkillers) whether terrestrial or aquatic, flora/fauna all sensitive to these.
and veterinary products.

7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any Risk of obscuring/smothering
materials. important habitats.

8. Burning and alterations to the pattern or Burning could damage or destroy
frequency of burning. lowland grassland and fen features.

9. Release into the site of any wild, feral, The introduction of invasive species
captive-bred or domestic animal, plant, seed | can damage the features of interest.
or micro-organism (including genetically
modified organisms).

10. Killing, injuring, taking or removal of any wild | Could lead to unforeseen changes in
animal (including dead animals or parts community composition.
thereof), or their eggs and nests, including
pest control and disturbing them in their
places of shelter.

11. Destruction, displacement, removal or cutting | Damage to important habitats and

of any plant, fungus or plant remains,
including tree, shrub, herb, hedge, dead or
decaying wood, moss, lichen, fungal fruiting
body, leaf-mould or turf.

direct loss of features.
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Standard

Type of operation

At least one reason for listing

reference

number

12. Tree and/or woodland management and Woodland, dead wood features could
alterations to tree and/or woodland be damaged or destroyed. All
management (including, planting, felling, features vulnerable to incidental
pruning and tree surgery, thinning, coppicing, | damage from unsympathetic tree and
changes in species composition, and removal | woodland management.
of fallen timber).

13a. Draining (including the use of mole, tile, Installation of drains could directly
tunnel or other artificial drains). damage or destroy important habitats.

13b. Modification to the structure of water courses | Modification of structure of water
(streams, springs, ditches and drains), courses could directly damage or
including their banks and beds, as by re- destroy important habitats.
alignment, regrading, damming or dredging.

13c. Management of aquatic and bank vegetation | Risk of direct and incidental damage
for drainage purposes. to adjacent habitats.

14. Alterations to water levels and tables and Alterations to water levels and tables
water utilisation (including irrigation, storage | and water utilisation could directly
and abstraction from existing water bodies damage or destroy important habitats.
and through boreholes). Also the modification
of current drainage operations (such as
through the installation of new pumps).

15. Infilling or digging of ditches, dykes, drains, Could directly damage or destroy
ponds, pools, marshes or pits. important habitats.

20. Extraction of minerals including sand and Direct loss of interest features and
gravel, topsoil, subsoil and spoil. indirect negative impact on hydrology.

21. Destruction, construction, removal, rerouting, | Direct loss of or incidental damage to
or regrading of roads, tracks, walls, fences, important habitats and associated
hard-standing, banks, ditches or other flora/fauna.
earthworks, including soil and soft rock
exposures or the laying, maintenance or
removal of pipelines and cables, above or
below ground.

22. Storage of materials. Risk of obscuring/smothering
important habitats and associated
flora/fauna.

23. Erection of permanent or temporary Direct loss of or incidental damage to
structures or the undertaking of engineering important habitats and associated
works, including drilling. flora/fauna.

26. Use of vehicles or craft. Vehicles can erode and compact soils

and vegetation.

27. Recreational or other activities likely to Could have a negative impact on the
damage or disturb the features of special site’s habitats, and there is a risk of
interest or their habitats. disturbance to breeding birds.

28a. Game and waterfowl management and Inappropriate location and types

hunting practices and alterations to game and
waterfowl management and hunting practice.

could damage important habitats,
lead to unforeseen changes in
community composition and disturb
breeding birds.
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5.  Site unit maps

The maps on the following pages show the provisional boundaries of the site units, which are
divisions used by Natural England for administrative purposes only.
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Insert site unit map here — A3 landscape format in colour
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6. Photographs
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Insert aerial photo here — A3 landscape format in colour
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Photograph 2: View across area of recent coppice within Great Chattenden Woods.

Photograph 3: Oak standard within recent coppice in Great Chattenden Woods.
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Photograph 5: Wet ride in Ash Wood.

Page 24 of 24






ENGLAND

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI
Kent

Supporting Information

A supplement to the notification document

Issued by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team on [insert notification date]





Contact points and further information

This supplement is issued on request by Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team and is
intended to be read in conjunction with the notification document for owners, occupiers and other
notified parties. Our address for correspondence is:

Natural England
Ninth Floor
International House
Dover Place
Ashford

Kent

TN23 1HU

Telephone number: 0300 060 4782
E-mail: lorraine.smith@naturalengland.org.uk

Your contact point for enquiries relating to this notification is Lorraine Smith.
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Summary

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is notified under section 28C of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981, as inserted by Schedule 9 to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI comprises a mosaic of habitats, including ancient and
other long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub, and neutral grassland. It is a nationally
important site specifically by reason of the following biological features of special interest that occur
within and are supported by the wider habitat mosaic:

Ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland — The extensive woodland
represents one of the best examples of coppice-with-standards woodland on the London
Clay. The dominant woodland community is of the National Vegetation Classification
(NVC) type W10 pedunculate oak Quercus robur — bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble
Rubus fruticosus woodland.

Unimproved neutral grassland — Rough Shaw is an area of dense and scattered scrub on
a north facing slope with tall-herb neutral grassland along its upper margin. The tall-herb
neutral grassland includes stands of the unimproved nationally scarce NVC type MG5
crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland.

Breeding nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos — The SSSI supports a nationally
important number of nightingales during the breeding season. Nightingales use coppice
woodland and scrub throughout the SSSI.

Page 4 of 27





1. Information used to support the selection of Chattenden Woods
and Lodge Hill SSSI

Feature Data Source Author Date | Content

General Botanical Surveys of SSSls Barter, G. 1979 | Results of surveys of
in Kent (including proposed Chattenden Wood
sites). Volume 1: A-K. SSSlin the late 1970s
Nature Conservancy Council
Report
Guidelines for selection of Nature 1989 | National selection
biological SSSIs. Published Conservancy guidelines for
by Nature Conservancy Council biological Sites of
Council, Peterborough Special Scientific

Interest
The Natural History of E. Philp, 1989 | Species lists including
Chattenden. Unpublished Maidstone plants, invertebrates,
report Museum birds, amphibians,
reptiles and mammals

British Plant Communities. Rodwell, J.S. 1991 | National Vegetation
Volume 1: Woodlands and (ed). Classification (NVC)
Scrub. Published by for woodlands and
Cambridge University Press, scrub communities
Cambridge
British Plant Communities: Rodwell, J.S. 1992 | NVC for lowland
Volume 3: Grasslands and (ed). grassland
Montane Communities. communities
Published by Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge
The nature conservation Mortimer, S.R. et | 2000 | Report looking at
value of scrub in Britain. al. ecology, conservation
Published by Joint Nature and management of
Conservation Committee, scrub and its value to
Peterborough. wildlife
Wainscot Training Area Atkins Limited 2007 | Surveys and
Ecological Assessment. assessment of
Report for Holdfast Limited. habitats and species
http://publicaccess.medway.g in the area of a
ov.uk/WAM/doc/Supporting% proposed extension to
20Documents- the MOD training
487936.pdf?extension=.pdf&i facility
d=487936&appid=1001&loca
tion=dtmedwaydc&contentTy
pe=application/pdf&pageCou
nt=57
State of the Natural Natural England 2008 | Review of the state of
Environment 2008. England’s natural
Published by Natural environment
England, Peterborough.
Kent and Medway Biological | Kentand Medway | 2012 | Data for breeding
Records Centre search query | Biological birds and other
1969-2012. Records Centre species in the SSSI

Woodland A woodland NVC Survey of Davis, S. 1995 | NVC survey, including

Chattenden Woods SSSI.
English Nature internal
report.

list of ancient
woodland specialists
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Feature Data Source Author Date | Content
A woodland NVC Survey of Williams, P. & 2012 | NVC survey, including
Chattenden Woods SSSI and | Smith, L. list of woodland flora
surrounding woodlands. and target notes
Natural England internal
report
Specialist support for Goldberg, E. 2012 | Support for notifying
notification of Chattenden the site from Natural
Woods and Lodge Hill as a England’s woodland
SSSI for woodland specialist

Birds Criteria for selecting Atkinson-Willes, 1982 | Basis for use of 1%
wetlands of international G.L., Scott, D.A. thresholds for
importance. In: Proceedings | & Prater, A.J. identifying important
of the conference on the aggregations of birds
conservation of wetlands of
international importance as
waterfowl habitat. Cagliari,
Italy, November 1980, pp
1017-1042. Supplemento alle
Ricerche di Biologia della
Selvaggina, 81 (1).
Population trends in British Marchant, J.H., 1990 | Nightingale population
Breeding Birds. Published by | Hudson, R., trends
the British Trust for Carter, S.P. &
Ornithology, Tring Whittington, P.
Survival of British sedge Peach, W.J., 1991 | Factors affecting
warblers Acrocephalus Baillie, S. & British migrant
schoenobaenus in relation to | Underhill, L. breeding birds on their
West African rainfall. Ibis African wintering
133: 300-305 grounds
The Burham, Eccles and Woodcock, A. 1992 | Migratory habits of
New Hythe Nightingales. nightingales
Kent Bird Report 1991: 137-
140.
The nightingale in England — | Fuller, R.J., 1999 | Nightingale habitat
problems and prospects. Henderson, requirements
British Wildlife 10 (4):221- A.C.B. & Wilson,
230 A.M.
The Migration Atlas: Wernham, C., 2002 | Migratory habits of
movements of the birds of Toms, M., nightingales
Britain and Ireland. Published | Marchant, J.,
by BTO, Thetford Clark, J.,

Siriwardena, G. &
Baillie, S.

Status of the nightingale Wilson, A.M., 2002 | Results of 1999
Luscinia megarhynchos in Henderson, national nightingale
Britain at the end of the 20" | A.C.B. & Fuller, survey
Century with particular R.J.
reference to climate change
Bird Study 49: 193-204
Birds in Europe: population BirdLife 2004 | European nightingale

estimates, trends and
conservation status.
Published by BirdLife
International, Cambridge

International

population trends
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Feature Data Source Author Date | Content

Population estimates of birds | Baker, H., Stroud, | 2006 | National population
in Great Britain and the D.A., Aebischer, estimates of breeding
United Kingdom. British N.J., Cranswick, birds
Birds 99: 25-44 P.A., Gregory,

R.D., McSorley,

C.A., Noble, D.G.

& Rehfisch, M.M.
Population trends of Gregory. R.D., 2007 | European nightingale
widespread woodland birds Vorisek, P., van population trends
in Europe. Ibis 149 (Suppl. Strier, A.,
2): 78-97 Meyling, AW.G.,

Jiguet, F.,

Fornasari, L.,

Reif, J.,

Chylarecki, P., &

Burfield, I.J.
Population trends of breeding | Hewson, C.M. & | 2009 | Nightingale population
birds in woodlands over a 32- | Noble, D.G. trends
year period: relationships
with food, habitat use and
migratory behaviour. Ibis
151: 464-486
Berry Court Wood breeding RSPB 2009, | Breeding bird records
bird survey (2009 and 2010). 2010 | for Berry Court Wood
Unpublished report
Experimental evidence that Holt, C.A., Fuller, | 2010 | Nightingale habitat
deer browsing reduces R.J. & Dolman, preferences
habitat suitability for breeding | P.M.
common nightingales
Luscinia megarhynchos. Ibis
152: 335-346.
The Breeding Bird Survey Risely, K., 2011 | Nightingale population
2010. BTO Research Report | Kenwick, A.R., trends
597. Published by the British | Dadam, D.,
Trust for Ornithology, Eaton, M.A.,
Thetford Johnston, A,

Baillie, S.R.,

Musgrove, A.J. &

Noble, D.G.
Wildlife Reports. British British Wildlife 2012 | Weather report for
Wildlife 23(5): 349 April 2012
Wildlife Reports. British British Wildlife 2012 | Weather report for
Wildlife 23(6): 424 May 2012
Nightingale survey: Henderson, A. 2012 | Preliminary results for
preliminary results for Kent. Kent from the BTO
Report to the British Trust for national nightingale
Ornithology survey 2012
The nightingale in Britain: Holt, C.A., 2012 | Nightingale population
status, ecology and Hewson, C.M. & trends
conservation needs. British Fuller, R.

Birds 105:172-187
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Feature Data Source Author Date | Content

Lodge Hill Outline Planning Hyder Consulting | 2012 | Breeding bird records

Application on behalf of UK in the SSSI

Defence Infrastructure

Organisation: Masterplan for

breeding birds.

Environmental Statement

Addendum

BTO Nightingale Survey British Trust for 2012 | Map showing location

2012: Lodge Hill, Kent Ornithology of all validated

(TQ77). Unpublished results nightingale territories
recorded in the SSSI
in 2012

Specialist support for Drewitt, A. 2012 | Support for notifying

notification of Chattenden the site from Natural

Woods and Lodge Hill as a England’s senior

SSSi for breeding birds ornithological
specialist

Factors potentially affecting Hewson, C.M. & | 2012 | Assessment of

the viability and success of Fuller, R.J. accuracy and

biodiversity offsetting to representativeness of

compensate for nightingale population estimates

habitat loss. BTO report of nightingales in the
SSSI

SSSI notification strategy — Drewitt, A. In Priorities for SSSI

birds. Draft Natural England prep. | notification for birds

internal report

Grassland Survey of neutral grassland. | Williams, P 1998 | Grassland recording

English Nature survey card.

Monitoring the condition of Robertson, H.J. & | 2000 | Rationale behind the

lowland grassland SSSis: Jefferson, R.G. rapid assessment

Part 1 — English Nature’s methodology,

rapid assessment method. describes practical

English Nature Research ways of making rapid

Reports 315 assessments

Guidance on the survey and | Jefferson, R.G. & | 2001 | Internal Natural

boundary definition of Robertson, H.J. England guidance on

candidate grassland sites. SSSI boundaries

Unpublished internal

guidance note.

National assessment of Holmes, P., 2005 | Strategic review of the

lowland neutral grassland. Pinches, C. & conservation of

Paper to the Council of Jefferson, R.J. lowland neutral

English Nature grassland in England

UK Biodiversity Action Plan Biodiversity 2008 | Describes the lowland

(BAP) Priority Habitat Reporting and meadow habitat as

Descriptions — Lowland Information defined by the UK

Meadows. Published online Group (ed. A. BAP

at Maddock)

http://ijncc.defra.gov.uk/PDF/

UKBAP_PriorityHabitatDesc-

Rev2010.pdf

Survey of neutral grassland. | Williams, P. & 2012 | Grassland recording

Natural England survey Smith, L. card.
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Feature Data Source Author Date | Content
National Vegetation Williams, P. 2012 | NVC survey including
Classification survey of assessment of the
neutral grassland at Rough extent of grassland
Shaw. Natural England NVC communities
internal report
Specialist support for Jefferson, R.G. 2012 | Support for notifying
notification of Chattenden the site from Natural
Woods and Lodge Hill as a England’s senior
SSSi for grassland grassland specialist
Biodiversity: Action for Kent's | Kent Biodiversity | 2012 | Description and status
Wildlife. Lowland Meadows | Partnership of lowland meadows
— current status. in Kent as defined by
http://www.kentbap.org.uk/ha the Kent Habitat
bitats-and-species/priority- Survey 2003.
habitat/lowland-meadow/
Webpage accessed 5
September 2012
SSSI notification strategy — Jefferson. R.G. In Priorities for lowland
lowland grassland. Draft prep. | grassland SSSI
Natural England internal notification
report

2. Explanation of how Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill meets the
SSSI selection guidelines

This section explains how the information listed in section 1 has informed our decision to notify the
SSSI, according to the Guidelines for selection of biological SSSIs (Nature Conservancy Council,
1989), hereafter referred to as ‘the Guidelines’.

2.1 Woodlands

The Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI supports extensive areas of long-established semi-
natural woodland (see photograph 1 in section 6), parts of which are recorded as ‘ancient semi-
natural woodland’ (ASNW). The dominant woodland community in the SSSI most closely
resembles the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W10 pedunculate oak Quercus robur
— bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble Rubus fruticosus woodland. Two sub-communities are
represented; the W10a typical sub-community and the W10b wood anemone Anemone nemorosa
sub-community W10b. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 4.7, p.80) state that:

‘Within an AOS [area of search] several examples of most types should be
selected to account for the variation in woodland structure, floristic composition
of tree and subsidiary layers and animal assemblages, to represent the various
ways in which different types may naturally be combined, to give a geographical
spread of sites, and to include any special features.’

The woodland vegetation communities are characteristic of those found on London Clay within the
North Kent Plain National Character Area (NCA)*. The woodland complex covers 163.5 ha of
semi-natural woodland (109.92 ha is within the previously notified Chattenden Woods SSSI), of
which 54.71 ha is recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland on the Ancient Woodland Inventory
(18.36 ha is within the previously notified Chattenden Woods SSSI), making Chattenden Woods
and Lodge Hill the largest woodland complex of this type within the North Kent Plain NCA, outside

! National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 natural areas each defined by a unique
combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and economic and cultural activity. Chattenden Woods
and Lodge Hill SSSI lies within the North Kent Plain NCA. NCAs are now used as ‘areas of search’ for the
purposes of SSSI selection (where appropriate) in England. For more information on NCAs, see Natural
England’s website: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/nca/default.aspx
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of the Blean Complex®. Within the woodland complex at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill, the
largest contiguous block totals over 93 ha. Across the whole of the woodland complex over 100
woodland species have been recorded, 33 of which are woodland specialists, and many of which
occur in the long-established semi-natural woodland.

The Guidelines provide the basis for selecting woodland SSSis in terms of both their floristic
composition and their structural form. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, paragraph 1.5, p74) state that:

‘The total area of ancient semi-natural and other woodland selected as SSSis in
each AOS should be sufficient to protect an adequate extent of, as well as the
full range of variation in, native woodland communities and features against
future threats, independently of other land-use policies.’

The proportion of England’s woodland resource within SSSis is much less than for many other
habitats (between 10 and 25% depending on whether all woodland or ASNW is considered). In the
North Kent Plain there are around 4,584 ha of extant woodland regarded as ancient. Of this nearly
25% comprises ‘plantations on ancient woodland sites’ (PAWS), woodlands that have usually been
planted with non-native conifers, and/or converted to plantation stands with mixes of conifers and
broadleaves for mainly commercial forestry.

The most extensive woodlands within the North Kent Plain NCA are the Blean Complex (1,511 ha).
The total area of woodland within the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is 160 ha and is of
key significance in the NCA. In addition, there is good continuity with dense scrub habitat and
neutral grassland.

In terms of judging the quality of individual woodland stands and sites, the Guidelines recommend
a number of specific attributes which are applicable to Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill. The
Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.1, p.77) state that:

‘...A basic presumption is that [Natural England] should seek to protect the
largest areas available of all the major types in an AOS...’

At over 160 ha Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill forms one of the largest remaining blocks or
connected stands of long-established and ancient semi-natural woodlands in the NCA. The
woodland is important in terms of its total area but also as part of a functioning habitat mosaic.
Natural England’s emerging SSSI notification strategy for woodland endorses the approach to
target the largest ancient and long-established woodland sites as priorities for SSSI selection and
also emphasises the enhanced value of woodlands in combination with other adjacent semi-natural
habitats. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.2, p.77) further state that:

‘Whole woods may be judged...in particular by their size, relative naturalness
and diversity.’

The woodland occuring within the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI forms a number of large
stands, most notably Great Chattenden Wood, which, in combination with adjoining woods, forms a
contiguous block totalling over 93 ha. The woodlands occuring within the SSSI demonstrate a
naturalness in species composition, comprising mainly of pedunculate oak standards with ash
Fraxinus excelsior coppice, which is uncommon within the North Kent Plain NCA and in contrast to
the Blean Complex, which is largely dominated by sweet chesthut Castanea sativa coppice and, in
more nhatural stands, by hornbeam Carpinus betulus coppice.

When considering the species richness of a site the Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.3, p.77)
state that:

‘The standard recording form covering all woodland contains about 400 species. As a
rough guide, sites with 100-200 of these (25-50% of the total possible) can be considered
rich in absolute terms.’

The botanical species richness of the woodlands within Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI
has been recorded in the 1995 and 2012 NVC surveys, which documented over 100 woodland

2 Blean Complex is formed of four SSSls: West Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI, East Blean SSSI, Church
Woods SSSI and Ellenden Wood SSSI
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species across the site, 33 of which are woodland specialists, and many of which occur in the long-
established semi-natural woodland. The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 3.4.4, p. 78) further state
that:

‘Coppiced woodland which is still worked on a regular rotation with a wide range of
standard trees and mixed composition is to be preferred to single-species stands of
neglected growth (40-70 years old) with few standards.’

A large proportion of the woodland is actively managed, in particular Great Chattenden Woods and
Berry Court Woods, which contain areas of recently coppiced woodland comprising ash, field
maple Acer campestre, hazel Corylus avellana, and occasional hornbeam (see photograph 2 in
section 6). Old boundary oak standards add diversity to the age structure of the woodland (see
photograph 3 in section 6).

The importance of the woodlands within a habitat mosaic is recognised within the Guidelines
(Chapter 2, section 3.4.5, p.78) which state:

‘Woods which adjoin or are in a mosaic with other habitats tend to be more
valuable than those sharply abutted by arable or improved grassland...Within
the wood, clearings (natural glades and managed rides)...variations in drainage
and abundance of dead wood increase the importance of the site through
greater diversity.’

The woodland feature adjoins areas of neutral grassland and dense scrub, which collectively form
a network of semi-natural habitat that supports a range of species. Great Chattenden Woods,
Berry Court Wood and Ash Wood contain an extensive network of wide rides (see photograph 4 in
section 6), some of which lie wet and support a range of tall herbs (see photograph 5 in section 6).
Berry Court Wood supports a pond on the lower slope adding further diversity to the habitat.
Standing deadwood is generally well represented supporting invertebrates such as stag beetle
Lucanus cervus.

The Guidelines (Chapter 2, section 4.4, p.79) states that the selection procedure within each Area of
Search (AOS) should:

‘|dentify the best, usually the largest, candidate stands, but taking account also of relative
naturalness and diversity...’

The woodland is one of the best and largest examples of coppice with standards on London Clay
within the North Kent Plain NCA. The woodland complex covers over 160 ha of semi-natural
woodland, of which 53.59 ha is recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland on the Ancient
Woodland Inventory, making Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill the largest woodland complex of
its type outside the Blean Complex, within the North Kent Plain. The woodlands occuring within
the SSSI demonstrate a naturalness in species composition, comprising mainly of pedunculate oak
standards with ash coppice, which is in contrast to the Blean Complex, which is largely dominated
by sweet chestnut coppice and in more natural stands by hornbeam coppice.

2.2  Neutral grassland

Within Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI, the area known as Rough Shaw comprises a
mosaic of dense and scattered scrub on a north facing slope with approximately 4 ha of tall-herb
neutral grassland along its upper margin. Within this area of grassland is 1 ha of unimproved
species-rich neutral grassland characterised by the nationally scarce NVC type MG5 crested
dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland, which conforms
mainly to the MG5b lady’s bedstraw Galium verum sub-community.

In England there is estimated to be around 7,300 ha of lowland meadow, of which <6,000 ha is
MG5 (Robertson & Jefferson 2000). The majority is widespread but highly fragmented mainly
across the lowlands. This habitat forms part of a semi-natural grassland resource that is
collectively well represented in the England SSSI series; the Natural England State of the Natural
Environment Report 2008 cites an estimate of 68% of the total resource is currently within the
SSSI series.
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However, unimproved neutral grassland habitat has undergone a considerable decline in the 20th
Century, almost entirely due to changing agricultural practice. It is estimated that by 1984 in
lowland England and Wales, semi-natural grassland had declined by 97% over the previous 50
years. Losses continued during the 1980s and 1990s, and have been recorded at 2 -10% per
annum in some parts of England. The national decline has continued into the 21° Century; an
assessment of the condition of semi-natural grassland types in non-statutory sites in England in
2005 found only 16% of lowland hay meadows outside of the SSSI series were considered to be in
a favourable condition largely due to neglect or agricultural improvement.

The direct effects of eutrophication (artificial fertilisers) due to agricultural improvement, which over
the past century and more have been one of the major factors in the disappearance and
degradation of most types of lowland grassland in the UK, continue to make an impact on surviving
stands of these vegetation types where the measure of protection through some sort of designation
frame or beneficial influence on management is low. This is of particular importance still with the
lowland meadows in the wider countryside of the UK, especially where they occur on more fertile
and better-drained soils where the benefits of upgrade are more immediate and economic.

The Kent Habitat Survey 2003 recorded 71 ha of lowland meadows and a further 587 ha of
species-rich ‘other neutral grassland' of which 69 ha currently fall within SSSIs. There are two
other sites in the North Kent Plain NCA notified for MG5 grassland: Thanet Coast SSSI and West
Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI. Both are approximately 37 km to the east of Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 1.4, p. 92) state that:

‘In most counties, meadow grasslands with significant botanical interest now occupy less
than 3% of the total, and even these remnants continue to dwindle...It is thus imperative to
notify as SSSIs as many as possible of the good examples that remain.’

A national strategic review of lowland neutral grassland conservation in 2005 undertaken by
English Nature reaffirmed this principle and also concluded that, given the scarcity and vulnerability
of these grassland types and evidence of their ongoing decline, all examples of the community
type MG5 which are considered to satisfy the Guidelines should continue to be notified across its
English range. This approach is further advocated in Natural England’s draft SSSI notification
strategy for lowland grassland.

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 3.3, p.93) state that:

‘...those areas containing good examples of the NVC lowland grassland communities in
Table 9 will qualify for SSSI selection on floristic merits.’

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 3.5, p.94) further state that:

‘Examples of grassland with any of the communities listed in Table 9, either singly or in
mixtures, should be at least 0.5ha in area to qualify for selection.’

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI supports an example of the NVC type MG5 crested dog’s-
tail Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland, which conforms mainly
to the MG5b lady’s bedstraw Galium verum sub-community. This type of grassland is now
nationally scarce and is identified as being a lowland grassland community of high botanical
interest in Table 9 on p.96 of the Guidelines. With 1 ha of MG5 grassland, the Chattenden Woods
and Lodge Hill SSSI exceeds the minimum threshold area of 0.5 ha recommended by the
Guidelines for grassland communities with high botanical interest.

Other lowland grassland types in the SSSI include stands of communities of generally lower
botanical interest, namely MG1le false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius grassland, common
knapweed Centaurea nigra sub-community.

The Guidelines (Chapter 3, section 3.1, p.93) state that:

‘The NVC communities MG1, 6, 7, 9 and 10 are considerably modified types with generally
low botanical interest...They can, however, be included within an SSSI where they form a
mosaic with more important communities or a peripheral zone between higher-quality
habitat and a clearly defined boundary.’
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The semi-improved grasslands of MG1 occur in a mosaic with scrub and the stands of MG5
grassland.

2.3 Nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos

Natural England’s draft SSSI notification strategy for birds has identified breeding nightingales as a
species not previously listed as a notified feature in its own right at any SSSI (although they are
potentially included as a contributing species in woodland and scrub breeding bird assemblages).
It is recommended that all known aggregations reaching or exceeding 1% of the GB population are
notified. Improving coverage for nightingales, along with four other relatively scarce breeding
woodland birds of conservation concern, is considered a priority.

2.3.1 Numbers of nightingales in Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI is used by nationally important numbers of Nightingales
Luscinia megarhynchos during the breeding season, with 84 territorial males representing 1.3% of
the GB breeding population. The map (see section 7) of nightingale territories recorded across
Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI during the 2012 national nightingale survey, which has
been checked and verified by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), indicates that nightingales
use both woodland coppice and scrub habitats, with the greater number using scrub. Twenty-
seven of the 84 territories located in 2012 were within the previously notified SSSI.

In 1999, the nightingale population was concentrated within five counties in south-east England
(Wilson et al. 2002). These five counties held 77% of the total population: Kent (26%), Suffolk
(19%), Sussex (15%), Essex (9%) and Norfolk (7%). Available information indicates that the site is
currently the most important location in Kent for nightingales, both in terms of numbers and density
(Henderson 2012). Kent’s position as the most important county for nightingales in Great Britain
(as revealed by national surveys in 1980 and 1999) suggests that this, apparently the most
important site in Kent, should receive highest priority for notification.

The Guidelines (Chapter 14, section 3.1, p.244) state that:

‘Localities which normally contain 1% or more of the total British breeding population of any
native species...are eligible for selection.’

The basic principle of identifying important bird features based on numbers of individuals or pairs
remains valid and continues to be the most widely applied approach to recognising and
designating nationally and internationally important bird features. The use of 1% of a national or
international population as a measure of the importance of a bird aggregation has a long history. It
was first established as part of the criteria for selecting wetlands of international importance
(Atkinson-Willes et al. 1982) and has been adopted by both the 1971 Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat (the ‘Ramsar Convention) and the UK
selection guidelines for Special Protection Areas under the EC Wild Birds Directive. It is therefore
internationally accepted and, in the UK, is widely applied by the statutory nature conservation
agencies and others, including the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the BTO.

There are four data sources for the numbers of breeding nightingales in the SSSI, the results of
which are presented in table 1 (below):

1999 National nightingale survey (Results summarised in Henderson, 2012)

2009 Thomson Ecology Survey (Lodge Hill Environmental Statement addendum)
2010 Kent Ornithological Society (Lodge Hill Environmental Statement addendum)
2012 Validated results of the national nightingale survey (BTO)

The 1999 national nightingale survey was undertaken by volunteers using standardised survey
techniques devised by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). Volunteer surveyors were asked to
visit all known nightingale sites at least three times between mid-April and early June with at least
two visits in May (Wilson et al. 2002). Observers were also asked to visit between nightfall and
08:00 hours when singing birds are most active. Data were collated, verified and analysed by BTO
and were used to estimate the British population.
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The 2009 Thomson Ecology survey was a general breeding bird survey of all habitats within the
SSSI. This employed the BTO’'s Common Bird Census (CBC) method and the area was visited on
five occasions from early March to mid July, with an additional evening survey of the Lodge Hill
Training Area (Hyder Consulting UK 2012). Although the CBC method is rigorous and designed to
identify individual territories of all breeding species, a survey limited to five visits (rather than the
recommended ten) plus one evening visit is likely to underestimate territory numbers. Also, as the
CBC method is not specifically targeted at the time of year and day when migratory nightingales
are present and most active, it is likely to underestimate numbers in comparison to the results of a
dedicated nightingale survey. The 2010 Kent Ornithological Society survey was specifically for
nightingales and was similar in methodology to that of the Thomson Ecology survey (Hyder
Consulting UK 2012).

The 2012 national nightingale survey was similar to the 1999 survey with the exception that a
minimum of two early morning visits were requested between 21 April and 20 May and nocturnal
visits were optional. Data are preliminary and subject to some limitations, particularly: not all
results have been received; validation of territorial clusters is still required; and numbers have not
been corrected to allow for under-recording (Henderson 2012). These limitations do not apply to
the data for the SSSI, however, as these have been fully validated by the BTO.

Table 1 Nightingale surveys of Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill

Survey Date Nightingale territories
National nightingale survey 1999 46*
Thomson Ecology Survey 2009 28
Kent Ornithological Society 2010 44
National nightingale survey 2012 84

*Chattenden Woods-Upnor Area

All surveys are considered to have been reliably undertaken and reported but it is probable that
earlier surveys underestimate nightingale numbers because of methodological differences (see
below). Only the 2012 survey results have been used to support the inclusion of nightingales as a
feature of the SSSI.

The regular use of a site by a sufficiently high number of birds to merit SSSI natification is normally
established by data collected over several consecutive years. Although this is frequently possible
in the case of non-breeding waterbirds, which are monitored annually at many locations, it is rarely
achievable for breeding species. For example, some scarce breeding species (e.g. breeding
nightjars Caprimulgus europaeus, woodlarks Lullula arborea and Dartford warblers Sylvia undata,
which are features of many SSSIs and Special Protection Areas) are subject to comprehensive
monitoring only once every twelve years. Consequently, some SSSlIs and SPAs have been
designated for breeding species on the basis of one year’'s data only. In such cases regular use
over a number of years can be established by reference to other data which, although not based
on comprehensive surveys, can at least be used to indicate the presence and broad abundance of
breeding birds over a number of years. This is a well established and accepted technique applied
to cases where species are infrequently monitored.

This approach has been adopted for nightingales due to the lack of comprehensive, dedicated
surveys preceding 2012. The data from preceding years, although not covering all parts of the
site, or not employing surveys specifically designed to record nightingales, are still of value in that
they provide firm evidence that breeding birds have been present in considerable numbers since at
least 1999.

Sole use of the 2012 data to provide an estimate of nightingale numbers in the SSSI is justified
because they are the most recent data, they cover the entire site, they are based on a
methodology specifically devised to most accurately survey nightingales and they were collected
by an expert surveyor (Hewson & Fuller 2012). The differences between numbers recorded in
earlier years and those recorded in 2012 are thus due to varying methodology and coverage.
Although it is possible that habitat improvements have occurred since the previous survey in 2010,
it is extremely unlikely that scrub and woodland habitats could have changed to such an extent to
account for such a dramatic increase over such a short time span (Hewson & Fuller 2012).
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The estimate of numbers of birds present on the site in 2012 is considered to represent numbers
present annually rather than an exceptional peak. Although above-average numbers of
nightingales often occur in Britain in years with warm, dry weather in spring (Marchant et al. 1990)
this is unlikely to be the case in 2012. The peak arrival time for nightingales in Britain is late April
to early May which, in 2012, coincided with exceptionally cold and wet conditions. April was the
coldest since 1989 and one of the wettest on record, with many regions recording twice the normal
rainfall (British Wildlife 2012a). The cool, unsettled conditions persisted into May, with warmer
conditions arriving only in the last week (British Wildlife 2012b). It is therefore highly unlikely that
numbers of nightingales recorded in the SSSI in 2012 were unusually high. In conclusion, it is
considered that the 2012 estimate most accurately represents the numbers of nightingales using
the site in recent years and that it is a reliable basis for SSSI notification.

The 2012 national survey will not be published until early 2013 so we do not yet have a revised
national population estimate. Comparison of the 2012 estimate for Chattenden Woods and Lodge
Hill SSSI with the 1999 national population is precautionary because it is highly likely to
underestimate the importance of the site, as indicated by the national population trends
summarised below (section 2.3.2). The 2012 data for the SSSI assessed against the GB
population of 6,700 territorial male nightingales estimated in 1999 (Wilson et al. 2002) are sufficient
to identify the presence of a nationally important population of breeding nightingales at Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill. Given the evidence of a significant national decline since 1999 it is likely
that the SSSI population represents an even greater proportion of the current national nightingale
population.

Nightingales at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill depend on a dense cover of shrubs in the form
of coppiced woodland and scrub habitats. A wide range of structural diversity of scrub is required
in a mosaic with open grassy areas. Nightingales have been recorded using other habitats at
some locations, such as bare ground beneath mature trees, open scrub with dense nettle beds and
open rides, and such habitats may also be important at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill. While
nightingale territories tend to be centred on scrub of intermediate growth, it is probably normal for
birds to use a home range encompassing a wider range of habitats while breeding (Holt et al.
2010). ltis therefore important to maintain the extent, quality and diversity of all these habitats as
each are likely to support different aspects of nightingale ecology.

Nightingales depend on a range of habitats in Britain, including scrub, woodland (including
coppice), woodland edge, glades and rides, carr, new and young plantations and thick hedgerows.
There has been a recent shift in habitat distribution of nightingales in Britain, with a greater
proportion now occurring in scrub compared to woodland and coppice (Wilson et al. 2002). The
proportion of British nightingales in coppice decreased from 13.6% to 8.6% between 1976 and
1999, and increased in scrub from 28.4% to 46.7% during the same period. This is not simply
because of a reduction in availability of coppice (as much apparently suitable coppice is
unoccupied) and it appears that scrub offers a more suitable habitat.

2.3.2 Analysis of nightingale population trends and implications for the SSSI

Nightingales at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI depend on a dense cover of shrubs in the
form of coppiced woodland and scrub habitats. Maintaining the current numbers of nightingales in
the SSSI will require detailed management planning and long-term habitat interventions. The key
management principles are set out in the statement of Natural England’s views about the
management of the SSSI, which forms an annex to the notification document.

Annual monitoring shows that nightingales in the UK declined by 60% between 1995 and 2009 and
by more than 90% since the 1960s (Risely et al. 2011; Holt et al. 2012), with the majority of the
decline recorded since 1999. This reduction has been accompanied by a contraction in range
towards south-east England. Nightingales in mainland Europe showed a steep initial decline in the
1980s followed by stability, although more recent declines have been reported in the north-west of
the species’ range (BirdLife International 2004; Gregory et al. 2007). This broader trend suggests
that the population in Britain, on the edge of the species’ range, may be particularly affected by
large-scale population changes, perhaps due to lower productivity or reduced overwinter survival
(Holt et al. 2012).
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Had the magnitude of the decline in the UK nightingale population been apparent at the time of the
last ‘Birds of Conservation Concern’ assessment, the species would have been placed on the red
list rather than its current amber status. Whilst the rate of decline was greatest prior to 1978 (17%
per annum), the species is still declining at a rate of approximately 3% per annum (Hewson &
Fuller, 2012). These population declines have gone hand in hand with a range contraction towards
the south-east of the country; thus populations in Kent, Sussex and other south-eastern counties
are becoming more important for the national status of the species. Preliminary results from the
latest BTO Atlas, with breeding season fieldwork conducted between 2008 and 2011, show that
the species is being lost from some areas within even these core counties (Hewson & Fuller,
2012).

Preliminary data from the 2012 survey indicates that numbers in Kent have mirrored the national
trend, declining by 26% since 1999 (Henderson 2012). Between 1999 and 2012 only three survey
hectads have shown an increase in numbers, including the hectad TQ77 covering Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.

It is likely that a range of factors are responsible for the decline in nightingales in Britain. Habitat
loss and deterioration due to rapid infrastructure and housing development, and reduced woodland
management and increased deer populations are likely to be significant causes (Holt et al. 2012). It
is also likely that increasing pressures in migratory and wintering areas due to low rainfall in the
Sahel and perhaps agricultural intensification in West Africa have reduced adult survival, in
common with other migratory species (Peach et al. 1991; Hewson & Noble 2009). The role of other
potential effects such as increased predation and reductions in food quality and abundance are as
yet unknown.

The SSSI provides an extensive area of scrub, woodland and associated habitats of established
value to breeding nightingales. It is also situated in the core of the nightingale’s range in Britain
and its location in south-east England is optimal for attracting migrating birds arriving from northern
France. Nightingales show strong site-fidelity in the breeding season with 40% of males returning
to the same locations in Kent in subsequent years (Woodcock 1992; Wernham et al. 2002). Social
behaviour is also an important factor in settlement at breeding locations, with the presence of a
cluster of singing males more likely to stimulate other birds to settle (Holt et al. 2012). Given the
substantial population at the site, it is likely that social attraction provides a strong stimulus for
further settlement following the return of site-faithful males.

In conclusion, although maintaining habitat extent and quality should help to maintain numbers of
nightingales, without a full understanding or control of all factors which may affect the species, both
in Britain and abroad, it is not possible to predict future population trends. This is no less true for
many other migratory bird species and does not imply that any less importance should be attached
to protecting and securing appropriate management of nightingale habitat in Britain. Given that
habitat loss and deterioration have at least contributed to the species’ decline it is important to halt
and reverse this effect whilst continuing to research and address other potential pressures. The
favourable site attributes of Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI indicate that it is highly likely
to persist as a major breeding location for nightingales, subject to maintenance of current habitat
extent and quality and wider population changes. The longer term future of any breeding bird
population is unknown although the location of the site in the species’ core area in Britain means
that it is likely to persist longer than it would in a more peripheral location.
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3. Assessment of the current condition of the Chattenden Woods and

Lodge Hill SSSI
Site |Interest features Reported condition** Date of last
units* assessment
1 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 3 August 2012
2 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 14 June 2012
3 Neutral grassland, breeding nightingale |Unfavourable — no change |22 August 2012
4 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 14 June 2012
5 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 14 June 2012
6 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 3 August 2012
7 Woodland, breeding nightingale Favourable 3 August 2012
8 Breeding nightingale Favourable 6 September 2012

* Site units are divisions used by Natural England for administrative purposes only.

** Reported condition

SSSis are notified because of special biological or geological features. When these features are
being managed so that their special nature conservation interest is being maintained they are said
to be in favourable condition. This is a United Kingdom standard and the terminology and
definitions are more fully described in ‘A Statement on Common Standards Monitoring’, produced
by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee in 1998.

3.1 Reasons for adverse condition

The unimproved neutral grassland in unit 3 has been assessed as ‘unfavourable — no change’ due
to the low frequency of positive indicator species, excessive cover of coarse grasses and the
sward height being above the recommended level. Altering the grazing regime to increase the
grazing pressure will address these issues.
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4.  Selection of ‘operations requiring Natural England’s consent’

Natural England selects operations from a master list when determining the list of operations
requiring consent for individual SSSIs. The selection is based on the likelihood that the operations
may cause damage to the special features that are the reasons for notification of the SSSI. As well
as selecting operations from the master list, the precise wording of each operation may be tailored
to suit the particular circumstances at the site.

It is not possible to predict every possible eventuality that may arise on a site but the aim is to
identify all operations where it is reasonably foreseeable that, if carried out at certain times or in a
particular manner somewhere within the SSSI, they are likely to damage the special interest
features. The table below records at least one reason justifying the inclusion of each operation in
the list for Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI. It is not intended to be exhaustive and in most
cases there will be other ways in which the specified operation is likely to cause damage.

Standard | Type of operation At least one reason for listing

reference

number

1. Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, Important habitats could be
harrowing and re-seeding. destroyed.

2. Grazing and alterations to the grazing regime | Important habitats sensitive to over or
(including type of stock, intensity or seasonal | under grazing.
pattern of grazing).

3. Stock feeding and alterations to stock feeding | Could lead to localised nutrient
practice. enrichment or poaching which would

damage important habitats.

4. Mowing or cutting vegetation and alterations | Inappropriate mowing can damage or
to the mowing or cutting regime (such as from | destroy the structural diversity of
haymaking to silage). important habitats.

5. Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, Important habitats sensitive to nutrient
fertilisers and lime. enrichment.

6. Application of pesticides, including herbicides | Important habitats and associated
(weedkillers) whether terrestrial or aquatic, flora/fauna all sensitive to these.
and veterinary products.

7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any Risk of obscuring/smothering
materials. important habitats.

8. Burning and alterations to the pattern or Burning could damage or destroy
frequency of burning. grassland, scrub and woodland

features, and disturb breeding birds.

9. Release into the site of any wild, feral, Could lead to unforeseen changes in
captive-bred or domestic animal, plant, seed | community composition.
or micro-organism (including genetically
modified organisms).

10. Killing, injuring, taking or removal of any wild | Could lead to unforeseen changes in
animal (including dead animals or parts community composition.
thereof), or their eggs and nests, including
pest control and disturbing them in their
places of shelter.

11. Destruction, displacement, removal or cutting | Damage to important habitats and

of any plant, fungus or plant remains,
including tree, shrub, herb, hedge, dead or
decaying wood, moss, lichen, fungal fruiting
body, leaf-mould or turf.

direct loss of features.

Page 18 of 27






Standard

Type of operation

At least one reason for listing

reference

number

12. Tree and/or woodland management and Woodland, dead wood features could
alterations to tree and/or woodland be damaged or destroyed. All
management (including, planting, felling, features vulnerable to incidental
pruning and tree surgery, thinning, coppicing, | damage from unsympathetic tree and
changes in species composition, and removal | woodland management.
of fallen timber).

13a. Draining (including the use of mole, tile, Installation of drains could directly
tunnel or other artificial drains). damage or destroy important habitats.

13b. Modification to the structure of water courses | Modification of structure of water
(streams, springs, ditches and drains), courses could directly damage or
including their banks and beds, as by re- destroy important habitats.
alignment, regrading, damming or dredging.

13c. Management of aquatic and bank vegetation | Risk of direct and incidental damage
for drainage purposes. to adjacent habitats.

14. Alterations to water levels and tables and Alterations to water levels and tables
water utilisation (including irrigation, storage | and water utilisation could directly
and abstraction from existing water bodies damage or destroy important habitats.
and through boreholes). Also the modification
of current drainage operations (such as
through the installation of new pumps).

15. Infilling or digging of ditches, dykes, drains, Could directly damage or destroy
ponds, pools, marshes or pits. important habitats.

20. Extraction of minerals including sand and Direct loss of interest features and
gravel, topsoil, subsoil and spoil. indirect negative impact on hydrology.

21. Destruction, construction, removal, rerouting, | Direct loss of or incidental damage to
or regrading of roads, tracks, walls, fences, important habitats and associated
hard-standing, banks, ditches or other flora/fauna.
earthworks, including soil and soft rock
exposures or the laying, maintenance or
removal of pipelines and cables, above or
below ground.

22. Storage of materials. Risk of obscuring/smothering
important habitats and associated
flora/fauna.

23. Erection of permanent or temporary Direct loss of or incidental damage to
structures or the undertaking of engineering important habitats and associated
works, including drilling. flora/fauna.

26. Use of vehicles or craft. Vehicles can erode and compact soils

and vegetation.

27. Recreational or other activities likely to Could have a negative impact on the
damage or disturb the features of special site’s habitats, and there is a risk of
interest or their habitats. disturbance to breeding birds.

28a. Game and waterfowl management and Inappropriate location and types

hunting practices and alterations to game and
waterfowl management and hunting practice.

could damage important habitats,
lead to unforeseen changes in
community composition and disturb
breeding birds.
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5.  Site unit maps

The maps on the following pages show the provisional boundaries of the site units, which are
divisions used by Natural England for administrative purposes only.
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Insert site unit map here — A3 landscape format in colour
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6. Photographs
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Insert aerial photo here — A3 landscape format in colour

Page 23 of 27





Photograph 2: View across area of recent coppice within Great Chattenden Woods.
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Photograph 3: Oak standard within recent coppice in Great Chattenden Woods.
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Photograph 5: Wet ride in Ash Wood.
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7.  Nightingale territory map

The map on the following page shows the distribution of nightingale territories at Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill recorded by the BTO National Nightingale Survey 2012. Note that the ‘site
boundary’ identified on the map refers to the land proposed to be allocated for development in
Medway Council’s draft Core Strategy, not to the SSSI. All territories shown on the map fall within
the SSSI boundary.
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Insert nightingale territory map here — A4 portrait format in colour
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Natural England Executive Board

ENGLAND

Meeting number: Extra meeting

Date: 10 October 2012

Item number:01

Paper ref: EB/Lodge Hill notification

Title:

Proposal for SSSI — Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill, Kent

Sponsor: Jim Smyllie, Executive Director — People, Landscape & Biodiversity

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill lies on the Hoo Peninsula in north Kent, north-east of Rochester. The
site comprises a mosaic of habitats, including long-established semi-natural woodland (areas of which
are recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland), dense scrub and neutral grassland. The site is also of
importance for its breeding nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos. The total area proposed for
notification as Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill is 350.49 ha. The site includes all of the land
previously notified as Chattenden Woods SSSI by reason of its nationally important woodland, neutral
grassland and breeding birds.

1.

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

Notification and confirmation process

The attached notification and supporting information documents are presented to the Executive
Board for approval to notify Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill as a SSSI under section 28C of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as inserted by Schedule 9 to the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000.

The notification document will be sent (if approved) to the owners, occupiers and statutory
authorities. It includes a summary of the special interests and site boundary, information on the
consultation process and the legal documents. The supporting information document presents
the detailed information which has been used to assess the importance of this site and will be
available on request from the local team.

Having determined that land within and extending beyond an existing SSSI is of special interest for
reasons including and exceeding those previously notified, Natural England’s normal practice is to
enlarge the existing site under section 28C. This enables us to include land not previously notified
and to subsume any other existing sites within the area in question, as well as to revise the
reasons for notification and other legal documents. The rationale for the use of section 28C in this
case is set out below under ‘the decision-making process’. In this regard, the attention of the
Executive Board is drawn to section 2.1 of the notification document, in particular the
enlargement of the previously notified Chattenden Woods SSSI (128.37 ha). Enlargement of an
existing SSSI entails drawing a boundary that includes but extends beyond the existing site, as well
as replacing the other legal documents. A proposed enlarged site is therefore assessed for special
scientific interest in its entirety, not as an existing site and a proposed extension separately. With





14.

1.5.

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

effect from the date of this proposed notification under section 28C (if approved), the previous
notification of Chattenden Woods SSSI would cease to have effect.

Subject to approval, the formal notification will be issued before the end of September 2012,
initiating a four month consultation period with owners, occupiers and other interested parties.
The local team will seek to resolve all objections as far as possible. The notification of Chattenden
Woods and Lodge Hill under section 28C would take immediate effect when notified. Natural
England may confirm or withdraw the notification under section 28C within nine months of the
notification date. If it does neither, the notification ceases to have effect.

If there are no outstanding objections, the approval to confirm notifications under section 28C has
been delegated to the Director of Landscape and Biodiversity. Otherwise, the case must be
considered by the Board of Natural England.

The decision-making process

These decisions are often contentious as they can cause considerable concern to landowners and
occupiers or third parties who are affected by the proposed changes to the SSSI. For this reason
the notification and confirmation of any SSSI raises the very real prospect of a legal challenge
being brought against Natural England. It is therefore imperative that the Executive Board has an
understanding of their powers and duties and the law which governs the manner in which
decisions on SSSI ought to be made.

Section 28C(1) provides that, where Natural England is of the opinion that any area of land which
includes, but also extends beyond, a SSSI is of special interest, Natural England may decide to
notify that fact. The attached notification and supporting information documents provide
information on the scientific case. The main decision for the Executive Board is a scientific one —
does the science support the proposal? However when considering enlarging a SSSI, Natural
England has discretion about whether to notify (enlargement of SSSIs is a power, not a duty).

There has been no case law on the extent of the discretion accorded to Natural England when
exercising its powers under section 28C. English Nature took legal advice on this point. The advice
drew an analogy to the situation in section 28(5) where, in fact, the Board has a discretion to
confirm a SSSI or not. There has been case law on this point and both the High Court and Court of
Appeal were clear that if the science supports the designation of a SSSI then the Board should
designate it as such. In other words, in fact as regards section 28(5) there is very little discretion if
the science indicates that the site is of special scientific interest. Similarly, legal opinion, including
that of Defra’s lawyers, is that when considering notifying a site relying on its powers under
section 28C the Executive Board, in fact, has very little discretion if the science supports the
notification. In the absence of case law it is difficult to hypothesise about the circumstances when
the discretion may be exercised; however, in order to minimise the risk of legal challenge,
Executive Board members should be aware that they have a discretion in these circumstances and
must treat each notification on a case by case basis.

Natural England also has a number of general legislative duties under the Natural Environment
and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act) and the Countryside Act 1968 that it needs to take
account of when considering SSSI notification. Any judgment must be based on the scientific case
for the special interest of the site in question. So ordinarily the regard which is due to other
general legislative duties will be minimal, though each case must be treated on its own merits.





2.5.

2.6.

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

Having taken account of the general legislative requirements outlined above, if approved, Natural
England will be exercising its discretion in terms of section 28C for the following reasons:

a) non-scientific — Having taken account of our duties under the NERC Act and the Countryside Act,

we are satisfied that these duties require no further consideration at this stage and we consider
that the enlargement of Chattenden Woods SSSI is a proportionate exercise of our powers under
section 28C.

b) sound ecological principles:

e Specialist surveys have identified nationally important numbers of breeding nightingale, and
ancient and long-established semi-natural woodlands within and adjacent to the previously
notified SSSI.

e Inclusion of the additional areas of special interest with the previously notified SSSI as a
single enlarged site, is compatible with a ‘whole system’ approach to the management and
protection of the special interests.

However, if we are of the opinion that an area is of special interest in its own right, but fail to
notify that area, exercising our discretion under section 28C, Natural England would be under a
duty to notify the area under section 28.

Science

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill supports a diverse mosaic of semi-natural habitats, including
ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland, scrub and neutral grassland. It is of special
interest by reason of the following nationally important features that occur within and are
supported by the wider habitat mosaic:

Ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland — The extensive woodland represents one of
the best examples of coppice-with-standards woodland on the London Clay. The dominant
woodland community is of the National Vegetation Classification (NVC) type W10 pedunculate oak
Quercus robur — bracken Pteridium aquilinum — bramble Rubus fruticosus woodland. Two sub-
communities are represented: the W10a typical sub-community and the W10b wood anemone
Anemone nemorosa sub-community. The woodland is largely comprised of pedunculate oak
standards with ash coppice of varying age structure. ‘Lowland mixed deciduous woodland’, which
includes the woodland communities present in Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill, is a habitat of
principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England. These woodland habitats are
a ‘reason for notification’ of the current Chattenden Woods SSSI but the proposed enlarged site
would increase the total woodland area included from 110 ha to 163 ha, and increase the area of
ancient semi-natural woodland included from 18 ha to 55 ha.

Unimproved neutral grassland — Rough Shaw is an area of dense and scattered scrub on a north
facing slope with tall-herb neutral grassland along its upper margin. The tall-herb neutral
grassland includes stands of the unimproved nationally scarce NVC type MG5 crested dog’s-tail
Cynosurus cristatus — common knapweed Centaurea nigra grassland, which conform mainly to the
MG5b lady’s bedstraw Galium verum sub-community. These grasslands form part of the ‘lowland
meadows’ habitat, which is listed as being of principal importance for the conservation of
biodiversity in England.

Breeding nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos — The site supports a nationally important number of
nightingales during the breeding season, with 84 territorial males representing 1.3% of the GB
breeding population. Nightingale is not a ‘reason for notification’ (in its own right) of the current
Chattenden Woods SSSI, which is the principal reason for proposing the notification of an enlarged
SSSIunder section 28C rather than additional land under section 28B (the latter would not allow






the inclusion of new ‘reasons for notification’). Nightingale is not listed in schedule 1 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Annex | to the EC Birds Directive or section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act (species of principal importance for the conservation of
biodiversity in England). It is an amber-listed ‘Bird of Conservation Concern’ and is subject to the
general provisions protecting wild birds and their eggs and nests in part 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981.

3.5. The current SSSI selection guidelines were produced by the Nature Conservancy Council in 1989.
They provide the accepted standard for identifying features (including birds) of national
importance and are used by all the statutory nature conservation agencies as well as providing a
reference for others with an interest in the selection of SSSIs. Since 1991 JNCC, working with the
nature conservation agencies, has co-ordinated the production and revision of the selection
guidelines. A series of revisions have been made by the JNCC in the form of additional and revised
chapters, although the underlying rationale remains intact and fit for purpose. The birds chapter
has not been revised and is still relevant to SSSI selection for birds today, although some elements
need updating to reflect changes in bird abundance and conservation status since 1989.

3.6. The basic principle of identifying important bird features based on numbers of individuals or pairs
remains valid and continues to be the most widely applied approach to recognising and
designating nationally and internationally important bird features. The use of 1% of a national or
international population as a measure of the importance of a bird aggregation has a long history.
It was first established as part of the criteria for selecting wetlands of international importance®
and has been adopted by both the Ramsar Convention and the UK SPA selection guidelines. It is
therefore internationally accepted and, in the UK, is widely applied by the statutory nature
conservation agencies and others, including RSPB and BTO.

3.7. The map (see section 7 of the supporting information document) of nightingale territories
recorded across Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill during the 2012 national nightingale survey,
which has been checked and verified by the BTO, indicates that nightingales use both woodland
coppice and scrub habitats, with the greater number using scrub. Twenty-seven (0.4% GB) of the
territories located in 2012 were within the previously notified SSSI, with the remaining 57 (0.9%
GB) in the extension areas.

3.8. Nightingales at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill depend on a dense cover of shrubs in the form
of coppiced woodland and scrub habitats. A wide range of structural diversity of scrub is required
in a mosaic with open grassy areas. Nightingales have been recorded using other habitats at some
locations, such as bare ground beneath mature trees, open scrub with dense nettle beds and open
rides, and such habitats may also be important at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill. While
nightingale territories tend to be centred on scrub of intermediate growth, it is probably normal
for birds to use a home range encompassing a wider range of habitats while breeding?. It is
therefore important to maintain the extent, quality and diversity of all these habitats as each are
likely to support different aspects of nightingale ecology.

3.9. Nightingales depend on a range of habitats in Britain, including scrub, woodland (including
coppice), woodland edge, glades and rides, carr, new and young plantations and thick hedgerows.
There has been a recent shift in habitat distribution of nightingales in Britain, with a greater

! Atkinson-Willes, G.L., Scott, D.A. & Prater, A.J. 1982. Criteria for selecting wetlands of international importance. In:
Proceedings of the conference on the conservation of wetlands of international importance as waterfowl habitat. Cagliari,
Italy, November 1980, pp 1017-1042. Supplemento alle Ricerche di Biologia della Selvaggina, 81 (1).

% Holt, C.A., Fuller, R.J. & Dolman, P.M. 2010. Experimental evidence that deer browsing reduces habitat suitability for
breeding common nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos. Ibis 152: 335-346.
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proportion now occurring in scrub compared to woodland and coppice®. The proportion of British
nightingales in coppice decreased from 13.6% to 8.6% between 1976 and 1999, and increased in
scrub from 28.4% to 46.7% during the same period. This is not simply because of a reduction in
availability of coppice (as much apparently suitable coppice is unoccupied) and it appears that
scrub offers a more suitable habitat.

The regular use of a site by a sufficiently high number of birds to merit SSSI notification is normally
established by data collected over several consecutive years. Although this is frequently possible
in the case of non-breeding waterbirds, which are monitored annually at many locations, it is
rarely achievable for breeding species. For example, some scarce breeding species are subject to
comprehensive monitoring only once every twelve years. Consequently, some SSSIs and SPAs
have been designated for breeding species on the basis of one year’s data only. In such cases
regular use of the site over a number of years can be established by reference to other data which,
although not based on comprehensive surveys, can at least be used to indicate the presence and
broad abundance of breeding birds over a number of years. This is a well established and
accepted technique applied to cases where species are infrequently monitored.

This approach has been adopted for nightingales due to the lack of comprehensive, dedicated
surveys preceding 2012. The data from preceding years, although not covering all parts of the
site, or not employing surveys specifically designed to record nightingales, are still of value in that
they provide firm evidence that breeding birds have been present in considerable numbers since
at least 2009.

Sole use of the 2012 data to provide an estimate of nightingale numbers in the SSSI is justified
because they are the most recent data, they cover the entire site, they are based on a
methodology specifically devised to most accurately survey nightingales and they were collected
by an expert surveyor®. The differences between numbers recorded in earlier years and those
recorded in 2012 are thus due to varying methodology and coverage. Although it is possible that
habitat improvements have occurred since the previous survey in 2010, it is extremely unlikely
that scrub and woodland habitats could have changed to such an extent to account for such a
dramatic increase over such a short time span”.

The estimate of numbers of birds present on the site in 2012 is considered to represent numbers
present annually rather than an exceptional peak. Although above-average numbers of
nightingales often occur in Britain in years with warm, dry weather in spring® this is unlikely to be
the case in 2012. The peak arrival time for nightingales in Britain is late April to early May® which,
in 2012, coincided with exceptionally cold and wet conditions. April was the coldest since 1989
and one of the wettest on record, with many regions recording twice the normal rainfall’. The
cool, unsettled conditions persisted into May, with warmer conditions arriving only in the last
week®. It is therefore highly unlikely that numbers of nightingales recorded in the SSSI in 2012
were unusually high. In conclusion, it is considered that the 2012 estimate most accurately
represents the numbers of nightingales using the site in recent years and that it is a reliable basis
for SSSI notification.

¥ Wilson, A.M., Henderson, A.C.B. & Fuller, R.J. 2002. Status of the nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos in Britain at the end of
the 20™ Century with particular reference to climate change. Bird Study 49: 193-204.

* Hewson, C.M. & Fuller, R.J. 2012. Factors potentially affecting the viability and success of biodiversity offsetting to
compensate for nightingale habitat loss. BTO report.

® Marchant, J.H., Hudson, R., Carter, S.P. & Whittington, P. 1990. Population trends in British Breeding Birds. BTO, Thetford.
® Wernham, C., Toms, M., Marchant, J., Clark, J., Siriwardena, G. & Baillie, S. 2002. The Migration Atlas: movements of the
birds of Britain and Ireland. BTO, Thetford.

" British Wildlife 2012. Volume 23(5): 349.

8 British Wildlife 2012. Volume 23(6): 424.





3.14. The 2012 national survey will not be published until early 2013 so we do not yet have a revised
national population estimate. Comparison of the 2012 estimate for Chattenden Woods and Lodge
Hill with the 1999 national population is precautionary because it is highly likely to underestimate
the importance of the site, as indicated by:

e A preliminary analysis® carried out for the BTO of 2012 survey results in Kent suggests a
26% decline within the county since 1999.

e The nightingale population is sampled annually by the BTO/RSPB/IJNCC Breeding Bird
Survey (BBS). The latest available trend analysis from BBS indicates with a high degree
of confidence (95%) that the UK population fell by between a fifth and two thirds between
1999 and 2010, and it is most likely that the population was halved. The change is
assessed as statistically significant.

e Had the magnitude of the decline in the UK nightingale population (90% decline since the
1960s) been apparent at the time of the last ‘Birds of Conservation Concern’
assessment, the species would have been placed on the red list rather than its current
amber status. Whilst the rate of decline was greatest prior to 1978 (17% per annum), the
species is still declining at a rate of approximately 3% per annum®.

e These population declines have gone hand in hand with a range contraction towards the
south-east of the country; thus populations in Kent, Sussex and other south-eastern
counties are becoming more important for the national status of the species. Preliminary
results from the latest BTO Atlas, with breeding season fieldwork conducted between
2008 and 2011, show that the species is being lost from some areas within even these
core counties”.

3.15. The 2012 data for the site assessed against the GB population of 6,700 singing male nightingales
estimated in 1999 are sufficient to identify the presence of a nationally important population of
breeding nightingales at Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill. Given the evidence of a significant
national decline since 1999 it is likely that the site population represents an even greater
proportion of the current national nightingale population.

3.16. The site provides an extensive area of scrub, woodland and associated habitats of established
value to breeding nightingales. It is also situated in the core of the nightingale’s range in Britain
and its location in south-east England is optimal for attracting migrating birds arriving from
northern France. Nightingales show strong site-fidelity in the breeding season with 40% of males
returning to the same locations in Kent in subsequent years®*°. Social behaviour is also an
important factor in settlement at breeding locations, with the presence of a cluster of singing
males more likely to stimulate other birds to settle™. Given the substantial population at the site,
it is likely that social attraction provides a strong stimulus for further settlement following the
return of site-faithful males.

3.17. The favourable site attributes of Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill indicate that it is highly likely
to persist as a major breeding location for nightingales, subject to maintenance of current habitat
extent and quality and wider population changes. The longer term future of any breeding bird
population is unknown although the location of the site in the species’ core area in Britain means
that it is likely to persist longer than it would in a more peripheral location.

% Henderson, A. 2012. Nightingale survey: preliminary results for Kent. Report to the British Trust for Ornithology.

1 Woodcock, A. 1992. The Burham, Eccles and New Hythe Nightingales. Kent Bird Report 1991: 137-140.

" Holt, C.A., Hewson, C.M. & Fuller, R. 2012. The nightingale in Britain: status, ecology and conservation needs. British Birds
105: 172-187.
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The proposals in the context of the SSSI notification strateqy

In July 2012, Natural England’s Board approved Natural England’s Designations Strategy. One of
the work streams within the Designations Strategy relates to the notification of SSSIs, which is
addressed in more detail in Natural England’s SSSI Notification Strategy. The SSSI Notification
Strategy is being implemented through two parallel and complimentary strands of work: review of
the features and boundaries of all existing SSSIs; and assessment of SSSI coverage nationally on a
habitat and species group basis. The proposal to notify Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill under
section 28C follows review of the previously notified Chattenden Woods SSSI. The proposed
inclusion of breeding nightingale as a feature of interest is made in accordance with priorities for
SSSI natification that have been identified by the draft SSSI notification strategy review for birds.
The review has assessed coverage of all bird species within the SSSI series and identified those
where further coverage may be required. It has not yet reached the stage of finalising lists of
candidate sites to address shortfalls in coverage.

Selection of this site is supported by Natural England’s grassland, woodland, and bird specialists.
In addition, the specialists have confirmed that selection of this site for the relevant features is
consistent with ongoing work under the SSSI notification strategy, as summarised below:

The key features of this proposal in terms of the SSSI notification strategy are related to the
extensions and additional interest features in the context of the previously notified SSSIs.
Specifically:

eThe site includes extensive areas of ancient and long-established semi-natural woodland, as well
as adjoining areas of scrub and neutral grassland. Collectively, these habitats support a
nationally important number of breeding nightingales. There is overlap between the features
of each of the different components of the proposed SSSI; for instance, nightingales breed in
coppice woodland and scrub habitats throughout the site, including at Rough Shaw (where
they overlap with neutral grassland). Accordingly, there is no basis for excluding parts of the
site without diminishing the ecological coherence of the whole.

eThe extensions significantly increase the area of suitable habitat for nightingale over and above
those included within Chattenden Woods SSSI. The inclusion of all of the suitable habitat for
nightingale will help to ensure the long term sustainability of this species’ population in the
Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill area.

eThe inclusion of entire blocks of semi-natural habitat to form a near-continuous area of SSSI that
supports a common population of breeding nightingales in particular, would make a significant
contribution to ecological connectivity in this part of the Hoo Peninsula.

eNatural England’s draft SSSI notification strategy for birds has identified breeding nightingales as
a species not previously listed as a notified feature in its own right on any SSSI (although they
are potentially included as a contributing species in woodland and scrub breeding bird
assemblages). It is recommended that all known aggregations reaching or exceeding 1% of the
GB population are notified. Improving coverage for nightingales, along with four other
relatively scarce breeding woodland birds of conservation concern, is considered a priority.

eIn 1999, the nightingale population was concentrated within five counties in south-east England.
These five counties held 77% of the total population: Kent (26%), Suffolk (19%), Sussex (15%),
Essex (9%) and Norfolk (7%). Available information indicates that the site is currently the most
important location in Kent for nightingales, both in terms of numbers and density. Kent’s
position as the most important county for nightingales in Great Britain (as revealed by national
surveys in 1980 and 1999) suggests that this, apparently the most important site in Kent,
should receive highest priority for notification.
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Management and condition

Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill is made up of eight site units and all except one are assessed as
being in favourable condition. The species-rich neutral grassland in unit 3 has been assessed as
‘unfavourable — no change’ due to the low frequency of positive indicator species, excessive cover
of coarse grasses and the sward height being above the recommended level. Altering the grazing
regime to increase the grazing pressure will address these issues. The draft favourable condition
tables are attached for information at annex 1.

The coppice woodland and scrub habitats within the site require active nature conservation
management to maintain them in a favourable condition for nightingales in particular. The
statement of views about management of the SSSI sets out the management principles that are
most likely to be effective in maintaining and achieving ‘favourable condition’ of all the special
features of the site.

Although ancient and long-established semi-natural woodlands have survived a large range of
climatic events and thus demonstrated great resilience to changing conditions, the threat posed
by climate change is serious. The biggest threats are thought to be from drought, which may be
exacerbated by competition from neighbouring trees, and tree loss resulting from gales. However,
Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill is characterised by oak woodland and this species is not
considered especially vulnerable to these threats.

Lowland meadows are comprised of plant species that fall within the southern temperate,
widespread temperate and temperate biogeographical elements of the British flora'®. Thus, they
do not support species at the edge of their range (e.g. Boreal and Arctic species) that are
considered to be at the greatest risk under predicted climate change scenarios'®. This suggests
that the community might be relatively resilient to increases in temperature at least.

If spring/summer temperatures increase as predicted, resulting in longer growing seasons, then
meadow plant phenology may change significantly, with earlier flowering and seed setting. This
will also affect the timing of the peak in the quantity and quality of the hay crop. This may require
a flexible approach to site management, for example by varying the timing of the hay cut or the
timing/duration of aftermath grazing.

Issues

Natural England is required to form a view on the special interest strictly on the basis of the
scientific information, informed as appropriate by published selection guidelines. The following
issues are presented to give additional context to the Executive Board’s decision.

Initial preparations for a detailed notification review of Chattenden Woods SSSI commenced in
January 2012 following a request from the RSPB (letter received on 13 January 2012) to consider
the importance of the site and land adjacent to it for nightingales. Contrary to the RSPB’s
assertions in that letter, there was no evidence at the time to show the presence of nationally
important numbers. The RSPB noted the 2012 national survey as a means for establishing the true
nightingale population of the area. Accordingly, Natural England’s Kent Land Management Team
included nightingale in the ‘rapid notification review’ results for Chattenden Woods SSSI as a

12 preston, C.D. & Hill, M.0. 1997. The geographical relationships of British and Irish vascular plants. Botanical Journal of the
Linnean Society 124: 1-120.

13 Preston, C.D., Telfer, M.G., Roy, D.B., Carey, P.D., Hill, M.O., Meek, W.R., Rothery, P., Smart, S.M., Smith, G.M. & Walker,
K.J. 2003. The Changing distribution of the Flora of the UK: Technical Report. CEH Project No. C01903. CEH, Monks Wood.
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feature to be considered further and planned for a ‘detailed notification review’ to be carried out
following the results of the 2012 survey.

The preliminary results of the 2012 nightingale survey became available in mid-June 2012 and
indicated (for the first time) that the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill area supports a nationally
important population. RSPB immediately drew this to the attention of Natural England and other
interested parties, including the Inspector of the Medway Council Core Strategy Examination in
Public. On 2 July 2012, the Executive Board commissioned relevant teams to commence
assessment of the evidence for SSSI notification and, if appropriate, to prepare a case for formal
consideration.

From June 2012 land owners were contacted by email or telephone to request permission to
survey land and offering the opportunity to discuss the Integrated Site Assessment and
notification review process. The Director of the Chattenden Syndicate (which runs a small scale
shoot within woodland that it owns) met with Local Team Advisers during a recent Integrated Site
Assessment. In a subsequent telephone conversation, the Syndicate Director was supportive of
the notification because he felt it would help to protect the woodland. No responses have been
received from the other private landowners.

A substantial part of the existing SSSI and most of the proposed extension is owned by the
Ministry of Defence (MoD). The proposed extension has been allocated for development in
Medway Council’s draft Core Strategy, which is currently subject to Examination in Public. It is also
subject to an outline planning application for development, including 5000 houses, three schools
and substantial employment uses. The allocation of this land for development has been in
Medway Council’s development plan for many years and is seen as critical to the soundness of the
Core Strategy. Due to the expiry of the current adopted development plan, early next year, if the
draft Core Strategy is found to be unsound, it could leave Medway without an adopted
development plan.

An outline planning application was submitted by Land Securities, the commercial partner of MoD.
As part of the development process, it is expected that land ownership will pass from MaoD to Land
Securities in the coming months.

The overlap between the proposed development area and the proposed SSSI extension is great,
because nightingales are distributed such that it has been necessary to draw the proposed
extension boundary so that it coincides closely with the boundary of the development allocation.
Land Securities and Medway Council have advised that the development proposal is not capable of
substantial adjustment in scale. Thus if development were to proceed, the proposed SSSI
extension would be lost almost in its entirety. Conversely if the existing habitat proposed for SSSI
notification is to be retained, the development will not be able to proceed. There is little or no
potential for the scientific interest and the development to be accommodated together within the
area currently proposed for development.

It is the role of the planning system to balance the nature conservation interests against other
interests. Notification of the development allocation would clarify the status of the land in relation
to the guidance in the National Planning and Policy Framework (NPPF). This includes: Proposed
development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest likely to have an adverse
effect on a Site of Special Scientific Interest (either individually or in combination with other
developments) should not normally be permitted.

In the interim, on a precautionary basis, we have advised the Inspector of the Core Strategy
Examination that the land should be considered as important, on the level of an SSSI. In addition
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we have advised that retention of the habitat on site is the lowest risk scenario for the local
nightingale population but that, should planning permission be granted, compensatory habitat
creation should be capable of reducing the impact.

We are actively engaged in a consultation organised by Medway Council to assess the
deliverability of compensatory habitat. It is understood to be likely that after the completion of
that consultation, the Inspector of the Core Strategy examination will reopen hearings to consider
the development allocation. Through that process we will continue to communicate frequently
with the Land Securities, Medway Council and other main stakeholders, including RSPB. MoD is
not engaged in the planning process directly, and so we are keeping it informed through our
account manager.

The RSPB have specifically asked Natural England to consider SSSI notification at Lodge Hill to
include the nationally important number of breeding nightingales recorded by the 2012 survey.
The RSPB have publicly expressed this in their submissions to the Examination in Public. The Kent
Wildlife Trust have also asked that Natural England considers the importance of the neutral
grassland interests when reviewing the SSSI notification.

Two of the land owners (MoD and Medway Council) and one interested party (Land Securities —
MoD’s commercial partner) are considered likely to object to SSSI notification. Both RSPB and
Kent Wildlife Trust are likely to be highly supportive of SSSI notification.

Summary and recommendations

It is recommended that the Executive Board:

Note the use of discretion in line with the provisions of sections 28C.

Note that the notification under section 28C would cause the previously notified Chattenden
Woods SSSI to cease to have effect.

Approve the enlargement of the previously notified Chattenden Woods SSSI and change of name
to Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI.

Approve the extension of 222.12 ha to the previously notified area.

Approve the statement of Natural England’s views about management and the lists of interest
features and operations requiring Natural England’s consent.
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Definitions of Favourable Condition: notes for users

Definitions of Favourable Condition

The definitions comprise one or more condition definitions for the special interest features at this
site. These are subject to periodic review and may be updated to reflect new information or
knowledge. They will be used by Natural England to determine if a site is in a favourable
condition. The standards for favourable condition have been developed and are applied
throughout the UK.

Standards for favourable condition are defined with particular reference to the specific
designated features listed in Table 1, and are based on a selected set of attributes for features
which most effectively define favourable condition as set out in Tables 2, 2a and 3. When an
SSSI's features meet these attributes, then they are said to be in ‘favourable condition’.

Explanatory text for Tables 2 and 3

Tables 2, 2a and 3 set out the measures of condition which we will use to provide evidence to
support our assessment of whether features are in favourable condition. They have been
tailored by local staff to reflect the particular characteristics and site-specific circumstances of
individual sites. Quality Assurance has ensured that such site-specific tailoring remains within a
nationally consistent set of standards. The tables include an audit trail to provide a summary of
the reasoning behind any site-specific targets etc. In some cases the requirements of features
or designations may conflict; the detailed basis for any reconciliation of conflicts on this site may
be recorded elsewhere.

Use under the Habitats Regulations

The Definitions of Favourable Condition (DFCs) are used to periodically measure and assess
the condition of both notified SSSI features and designated European Site features.

Where SSSis also form part of a European Site (such as a SAC or SPA), a separate document
containing specific European Site Conservation Objectives will have been prepared. These
objectives are those referred to in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010
(the “Habitats Regulations”) and the Habitats Directive 1992. They are for use when either the
appropriate nature conservation body or a competent authority is required to make an
‘appropriate assessment’ of the likely effects of a proposed plan or project on the integrity of a
European Site under the relevant parts of the respective legislation. The European Site
Conservation Objectives are available at www.naturalengland.org.uk.

The concepts of ‘site integrity’ and ‘favourable condition’ are similar and the assessment of a
site’s condition will measure attributes that also represent aspects of a site’s ecological integrity.
However, the periodic determination of a site’s condition is separate from a judgement about the
effect upon a site’'s overall integrity. This is because the DFCs do not represent a
comprehensive or definitive list of all of the elements that might contribute to site integrity,
merely those that are most appropriate to monitor in order to rapidly determine site condition.
The full range of factors that are components of a site’s integrity, and which may need to be
considered by an appropriate assessment, will be specified in the European Site Conservation
Objectives. Some of the information contained within the DFCs may however contribute to such
assessments.
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